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Nội quy lớp học

• Học viên được yêu cầu tham gia đầy đủ các buổi học

• Học viên không nên lên lớp trễ.

• Học viên được khuyến khích tham gia xây dựng bài trên lớp.

• Làm bài kiểm tra đầy đủ theo yêu cầu của GV.



The United Kingdom
Country and people



Group work
Overview of the United Kingdom

• Location

• Countries 

• Language

• Capital

• Population

• Area

• Flag



Where is the United Kingdom?

Northwestern Coast of Europe 



Official name: The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland

Shorter name: 
The United Kingdom or the UK
Great Britain
Britain 

Name



The UK is made up of four 

countries: 

 England

 Scotland

Wales 

 Northern Ireland

The UK = Great Britain + Northern 

Ireland 

Great Britain: 3 constituent 

countries (England, Scotland, 

Wales) 

The UK: sovereign country 

(makes laws and self governs) 



England
• Capital city:

• Patron Saint :

• Saint’s Day: 23 April



England

• Plant: 



Scotland
• Capital city:

• Patron Saint:

• Saint’s Day: 30 November



Scotland

• Plant:



Wales

• Capital city:

• Patron Saint :

• Saint’s Day: 1 March 



Wales
• Plants:



Northern Ireland

• Capital city:

• Patron Saint:

• Saint’s Day: 17 March 



Northern Ireland

• Plant: 



Flags

England Scotland

Ireland Wales 



The Union Jack/Flag



People

• British (Irish, Welsh, Scottish, 
English)

• Official Language: English

• The largest recognizable ethnic 
grouping was formed by people in 
the Indian subcontinent/South 
Asia (Indian, Pakistani,  
Bangladeshi)



The dominance of England 



Some historical and poetic names

• Albion:  refer to England, 
Scotland, or Great Britain as a 
whole.

• Britannia: the name that Romans 
gave to their southern British 
province or female embodiment 
of Britain.  



Signs of national identity

• Briton: citizen of the UK

• Caledonia, Cambria, Hibernia: Roman names 
for Scotland, Wales, and Ireland respectively.

• John Bull (can be compared to Uncle Sam in 
the USA) is a fictional character who is 
supposed to personify Englishness and English 
virtues. 



Surnames

• Irish or Scottish: the prefix- Mac, Mc (McCall, 
MacDonald)

• Irish: Prefix O’ (O’Connor..)

• Welsh: Evans, Jones, Morgan, Price, Williams

• English, Scottish: the most common surname 
is Smith 



Clothes
• Kilt: skirt tartan pattern worn by Scottish men 



Characteristics  

• There are certain stereotypes of national 
character which are well-known in Britain. 

• Irish are supposed to be great talkers.

• The Scots have reputation for being careful with 
money. 

• Welsh are renowed for their singing ability. 
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CHAPTER 2: ATTITUDES



Stereotypes and Change
Public life 

• The annual ceremony of the state opening of 
the Parliament  follow the customs carefully

• Military ceremony of “trooping the colour”

• Changing of the guard outside Buckingham 
palace 

NEVER CHANGE



Stereotypes and Change

• Private everyday life 

• British are probably less inclined to follow 
tradition

There are few age-old customs 

• English language has fewer sayings or 
proverbs in common everyday use than other 
languages



Stereotypes and Change

• Stereotyped image of London “city gent” 
wearing bowler hat  not typical any more

• Traditional British breakfast is large “fry-up” 
 not typical any more

• The tradition of afternoon tea minority 
activity (retired people, leisured upper –
middle class)



Queuing 

• Why? 

• Fairness/ they want everything to be fair



Anti-intellectualism

• Teacher and academic staff although 
respected, do not have as high status in 
society as they do in most other countries

• Traditionally, large sections of both upper and 
working class were not interested in their 
children getting to university



• It is still unusual for parents to arrange extra 
private tuition for their children

 Small proportion of population holds such 
attitudes. (England)

British people like to know things especially 
quizzes



English anti-intellectualism 
vocabulary

• Swot: someone who worked hard and did well 
academically  

• Teacher’s pet: students show desire to learn 

• Clever: a person who cannot quite be trusted/ 
somebody who “get all ideas from books” 

• intellectual Negative meaning



A multicultural society 
• It’s made up of four different nations -

England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland are all different countries with 
different dialects, customs, music, and 
languages.

• Different cities in the UK also have different 
proportions of various ethnic groups.  

For example: 

London has Indian community



Conservatism 
• British people like symbols of tradition 

For example: 

Like traditional family values (both parents 
married and living together, parents as the 
main source of authority for children, etc)

Enjoy living the the old houses 

Like Christmas cards to depict scenes from 
past centuries

Like pubs to look old



Being different

• Driving on left- hand side

• Remaining 1 hour behind Central European 
Time

• Start its financial year at the beginning of April 

• System of measurement is metric system 
(feet/mile/stone...)



Love of nature 

• The first country in the world appoint a 
government-sponsored conservation body 
(1949) and the first large green pressure group 
was founded (1961)

• Ideal vision of the countryside: Countryside 
means peace and quiet, beauty, health, and 
no crime.

• Gardening is one of the most popular hobbies 



Love of animals

• British tend to have a sentimental attitude to 
animals

• Half of households (50%) in Britain keep at 
least one domestic pet

• “Bird-tables” in the garden: a raised 

platform on which birds can feed



Formality vs Informality
Formal Informal

Clothes Public role (On duty)

Shake hand
Address someone by his or her titles (Mr, 
Mrs…)
Dressing smartly when entertaining 
guests
Saying ‘please’ when making a request 
Strangers/ Acquaintance 

Clothes Private role (being themselves)
Not shake hand
Not address someone by his or her titles 
(Mr, Mrs…)
Not dressing smartly when entertaining 
guests
Not saying ‘please’ when making a 
request
Friends



• Kiss when meeting friends (both women and 
women, men and women, rarely men and 
men)



Privacy and sex

• Rude to ask personal questions (salary, family, 
sex life) or keep silent 

• In passing, casual conversation, British  

people talk about the weather because

they want to fill the gap (They  don't  like 

silence)



EXERCISE

1. Why do the British  normally form queues 
when they are waiting for something?

a. they are patient

b. they want things to be fair

c. they like good order



2. What proportion of British households keep 
an animal as a pet?

a. About 10%

b. About 30%

c. About 50%



3. What  is a bird  table?

a. a dish made with turkey and chicken

b. a specially designed garden cable with thin 
legs

c. a raised platform on which birds can feed



4. In Britain, which two people are LEAST likely 
to kiss when meeting each other?

a. a man and woman

b. two men

c. two women



5. In passing, casual conversation, British   
people  talk about the weather because .........

a. It is correct behaviour

b.  They don't like silence

c. They are fascinated by it



6. British people feel comfortable when 
somebody asks them about personal 
information. 

a. True

b. False



7. To British people, countryside means peace 
and quiet, beauty, health and no _________.

a. crime

b. job

c. money



8. What system of measurement is used in the 
UK?

a. International System of Units

b. customary system

c. metric system



9. Which unit is used to talk about distance in 
Britain?

a. feet

b. stone

c. mile



10. Which of the following descriptions is not 
negative?

a. s/he's a teacher's pet

b. s/he's a swot

c. s/he's got common sense
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Who is she? 



Who is he? 



THE UNITED KINGDOM

a democracy? 

a constitutional 

monarchy?



BRITISH 

MONARCHY



1. The appearance 

2. The reality



The appearance

- “the Crown”- legal authority of the 

monarch

- The head of the state is a King or 

Queen.

- The King or Queen embodies the 

law in the courts. 



British royal dynasties

Norman (1066-), 

Plantagenet (1154-), 

Lancaster (1399-), 

York (1461-), 

Tudor (1485-), 

Stuart (1603-), 

Hanover (1714-1901),

Windsor(1901/1917-present) = 
British Royal Family name



The Windsors 

George V



The Windsors 

Edward VIII
George VI



• Queen 
Elizabeth II

The Windsors



• Queen Elizabeth IIbecame monarch on
6 February 1952.



• Queen Regnant 

• Prince Consort

Queen Elizabeth II and 

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh



the head of the 

state. 

King Charles III



• Succession to the throne is 
hereditary. 

• the oldest males offspring of the 
monarch.

• now - the oldest child irrespective of 
the sex becomes the heir to the 
crown. 

• The heir has the title of the Prince 
of Wales



British Royal family 



The reigning 

monarch is not 

only the head of 

the state but 

also a symbol 

of the unity of 

the nation. 



The reality 

- The King and Queen have almost 
no power at all 

- He/She receives his/her 
authority from Parliament and 
the power is limited. 

He/She reigns, but does not rule. 



• the Crown is only sovereign by the 
will of Parliament. 

• The country is actually governed by 
His/Her Majesty’s Government. 

• the King and Queen have to act on 
the advice of her ministers.



• to appoint Prime Minister, 

 the leader of the party which 
has won the majority in the 
House of Commons/ the 
leader of the strongest party



Windsor Castle - Royal residence 



Buckingham Palace 



Civil List

• The money which the King and some of his 
relatives get from Parliament each year so that 
they can carry out various public duties. 





The Monarchy

Questions and Answers



1. What is the family name of the British Royal 
family?

a. Windsor

b. Saxe-Coburg- Gotha

c. Saxon



2. Today, the King and Queen have almost 
absolute power in the United Kingdom.

• a. True

• b. False



3. Queen Elizabeth II is the 
_____________monarch with the family name 
Windsor. 

a. first

b. second

c. third 

d. fourth 



4. Queen Elizabeth II celebrated a Platinum 
Jubilee, marking _______ years of reigning since 
ascending to the throne upon the death of her 
father, King George VI. 

a. 63

b. 70

c. 80 



5. Which of these is one of the British royal 
residences?

a. Windsor Castle

b. Summer Palace

c. Palace of Westminster 



6. Who is presently next in line to be the 
monarch in Britain?

a. Prince William

b. Prince Charles

c. Prince Phillip



7. What is the  name of the  money given to the  
royal family to carry out their  public  duties?

a. The Civil List

b. The Civil Service

c. The Civil Assignment



8. When somebody commits a crime in Britain, 
who or what, legally speaking, have they 
committed a crime against?

a. the state

b. the Crown

c. the people



9. The heir of the crown has the title of the 
_______________

a. Prince of England

b. Prince of Wales

c. Prince of Scotland



10. In _________, a fire damaged Windsor 
Castle, one of the Queen's favorite homes. 

a. 1992

b. 1993

c. 1994
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Politics in Britain
The Government and 

Parliament  



British sovereignty consists 

in 3 elements: 

• the Crown

• Government 

• Parliament



Group work
1. Who runs the UK?

2. What are the most important ministers called? 

3. Who are in the Cabinet of the UK?

4. Who is the Prime Minister? 

5. Where does the British Prime Minister live?

6. Where does the British Parliament work? 

7. How many row of benches are there inside the meeting room of the House of 
Commons?

8. How many members are there in the House of Commons?

9.Who chairs and controls discussion in the House of Commons?

10. Who are frontbenchers and backbenchers?



The Government

• Prime Minister (PM): leader of the party which has 
won the majority in the Parliament (largest numbers of 
MPs)

• The Cabinet: Prime Minister appoints a team of main 
ministers as the Cabinet (about 20 people). 

• Most heads of the government departments have the 
title Secretary of State 



The Cabinet meets at the 
Prime Minister’s house 
(official residence) – number 

10 Downing street. 



The Parliament

• British Parliament works in a large building 
called the Palace of Westminster or The 
Houses of Parliament



The Houses of Parliament



Contains 

• Offices

• committee rooms

• Restaurants

• bars

• libraries 

• and even some places of residence



House of Lords The House of Commons

The Queen

Parliament consists of the House of 

Commons and the House of Lords. 

more important 



The House of Commons



The House of Commons
There are at present 650 members of the House of Commons, who 

are elected by people every five years. 

Members of the House of Commons are known as MPs (Members of 
Parliament)

speaker
Ruling party opposition



The Speaker

• The Speaker is the person who chairs and 
controls discussion in the House 



House of Lords

• Has no real power and only limited influences 

• Four different types of Lords

1. Life Peer (huân tước suốt đời)

2. Law Lords (luật sư)

3. Bishops and archbishops (Giám mục và tổng 
giám mục)

4. Hereditary peers (thượng nghĩ sĩ cha truyền 
con nối)



The atmosphere of the Parliament
• Seating arrangements: two rows of benches facing 

each other

• No special place for MPs to stand when they are 
speaking 



The atmosphere of the Parliament
• No desks for MPs

• The room is small (there isn't enough room for all MPs)



Atmosphere? 

• Formal • Informal Informal

MPs are forbidden to address one another by NAME

(my honourable member for Winchester or my right 

honourable friend)

MPs never say “you” 



Hansard 

• This is the name given to the daily verbatim 
reports of everything that has been said in the 
Commons. 



Frontbenchers and Backbenchers

• Back benches are where 
other MPs (do not hold 
a government post or a 
post in the shadow 
cabinet) sit

• Front benches are where the 
leading members of both parties 
sit 

Frontbenchers Backbenchers



How a bill become a law

royal 
assent Act of 

Parliament/ 
Law



Discussion
1. Who runs the UK?

2. What are the most important ministers called? What are the most important 
Secretaries of State?

3. Who are in the Cabinet of the UK?

4. Who is the Prime Minister and what is his job? 

5. Where does the British Prime Minister live?

6. Where does the British Parliament work? 

7. How many row of benches are there inside the meeting room of the House of 
Commons?

8. How many members are there in the House of Commons? Who chairs and 
controls discussion in the House of Commons?

9. Who are frontbenchers and backbenchers?

10. How does Parliament make new laws?



EXERCISE
1. Who does the monarch normally choose as Prime 
Minister?

a. the leader of the strongest party

b. the leader of parliament

c. anybody he or she likes



2. Where does the Prime Minister live?

a. 10  Trafalgar Street

b. 10 Downing Street

c. 10 Balmoral Castle



3. By what  name is the Palace of Westminster 
generally known?

a. The Houses of Parliament

b. The House of Commons

c. The House of Lords



4. Which pronoun must a MP never use when 
speaking in Parliament? 

a. She

b. I

c. You



5. Which 'House' will you NOT find in Parliament?

a. House of Lords

b. House of Tudor

c. House of Commons



6. MP stands for member of politics.

a. True

b. False



7. Which of the two bodies is considered the “upper 
chamber”?

a. The House of Burgesses

b. The House of Lords

c. The House of Commons



8. After both Houses have reached agreement, the 
bill receives the ______________and thus becomes 
an Act of Parliament. 

a. the royal assent

b. the royal agreement

c. the royal assignment



9. What is the name given to the leader of the UK 
government?

a. The First Minister

b. The Monarch

c. The Prime Minister



10. How often are members of the UK Parliament 
elected?

a. Every five years

b. Every year

c. Every four years
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EDUCATION 

OF THE UK



Discussion1.  When do British students start and finish the primary school?

2. When do British students finish secondary school?

3. Do the British students have to wear uniform?

4. How many terms are there in a school year?

5. What is government run schools called?

6. In the UK, how old do students finish compulsory education?

7. What is the exam required to enter University?

8. What is the oldest University in Britain?

9. Which part of the UK has its own single examining board?

10. What national examination do students take at the age of sixteen?

11. Which is the highest degree offered by a university?

12. What subjects are considered the core or foundation subjects in UK schools? 



Children in the UK  attend primary and secondary 

education which run from about 5 years old until 16 

years old. ==> Compulsory

Academic year begins at the end of summer / the 

beginning of September



Primary Education

Primary education begins in the UK at age 5 
and continues until age 11

Students are taught by a class teacher who teach 
all subjects 



Secondary Education

From age 11 to 16, students will enter secondary school 

Pupils get different teachers for different subjects 

After 16, education is optional.



Further Education

Once a student 

finishes secondary 

education they have 

the option to extend 

into further education  



Higher Education



Types of Schools in Britain

There are two different types of school:

• state schools 

• private schools 



State Schools

• There are schools run by the Government. 
These schools are known as State Schools and 
parents do not pay. They are financed by 
public funds, which means that the money 
comes from the national and local taxes. 

• 90% of children in England and Wales attend a 
state school.



Private schools• All students at private schools must pay.  The fees at private 
schools are exactly the same for British students as for 
overseas students.



School life

• The total number of hours in a 
year which children spend is 
longer than in other European 
countries

• School day: 9am-3/4pm 



School year
Schools usually divide their year into 3 terms 

(Autumn, Spring and Summer), starting at the 

beginning of September. 

Students have 3 holidays (Christmas, Easter 

and Summer)



Examinations
All students must take two very important examinations:

• GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) taken by most 15-16 
years old students in England, Wales and Northern Ireland

• A-level (Advanced Levels): They are taken mostly by people around 18 
who wish to go to higher education. 



Universities and Colleges 
in Great Britain

• Education in Great Britain, considered one of 
the best in the world. Superb Colleges and 
Universities, where the choice of courses is 
almost unlimited. From Mathematics to 
Medicine. 

• There are over 90 universities in GB. 



Colleges in Britain 
• There are not only universities in Britain but also colleges. Colleges 

offer courses in teacher training, courses in technology and some 
professions connected with medicine.



The Best Universities in the UK

• University of Cambridge

• University of Oxford

• University of Birmingham

• University of Manchester

• University of Leeds

• Durham University

• University of Edinburgh

• University of Warwick

• University College London

• University of Southampton



EXERCISE 
1. What  are the  hours  of the  typical  school  day in 

Britain?

A. 7.00 a.m to 3.00 p.m

B. 9.00 a.m to 4.00 p.m

C. 9.00 a.m to 5.00 p.m



2. Compared to the European 
average, how long is the school 

year in Britain?

A. Longer

B. Shorter

C. About average



3. In the United Kingdom, schools 
funded by the government are 
called _____________schools.  



4. In the United Kingdom, at the 
age of 15, people are free to leave 

school if they want.
A. True

B. False



5. How many terms are there in a 
school year?

A. 2

B. 3

C. 4



6. A British student spends a whole 
two years studying just three or four 

subjects, in preparation for taking 
________exams.

A. A-level
B. GCSE
C. IELTS 



7. The exam taken by most 15 to 
16 year-old students in England, 
Wales, and Northern Ireland is 

______
A. A-level
B. GCSE
C. IELTS 



8. When does the school year 
start?

A. at the beginning of September

B. at the beginning of August

C.at the beginning of July



9. How long is the Christmas 
Holiday in a school year?

A. About 2 weeks

B. About 4 weeks

C. About 6 weeks



10. Public schools in the UK are 
actually very expensive and 

exclusive.

A. True
B. False 
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History of Great Britain



Discussion 

• Discuss in group about a famous prehistoric 
landmark in the UK

• Share with classmates

• 10 minutes



Prehistory

• There was Iron Age Celtic culture 2000 years 
ago 

• Celts had been arriving from Europe from 18th 
century BC onwards. 

• Prehistorical period is mysterious (no written 
records exist) and focuses most on 
monumental architecture.  



Silbury Hill
• Location:  Avebury, Wiltshire, south-west England

• Probably completed in around 2400 BC (between 
about 2470 and 2350 BC)

• the largest artificial prehistoric mound in Europe

• Silbury Hill stands 30 metres high and 160 metres 
wide, and its construction is estimated to have 
involved about 4 million man hours of work. Half a 
million tonnes of material, mostly chalk, were 
used to create it. 

• UNESCO World Heritage Site



Stonehenge

• Location: Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire, England

• Built between 3050 and 2300 BC 

• UNESCO World Heritage Site

• It is one of the most famous and mysterious 
archaeological sites. 



The Roman Period (AD 43 – 410)
• The Roman province covered most of England and Wales today. 

• The Romans made use of the existing Celtic aristocracy to govern 
and encouraged this ruling class to adopt Roman dress and the 
Roman language (Latin)

• Two Celtic tribes

 The Britons in England and Wales (who experienced direct Roman 
rules)

 The Gaels in Ireland and Scotland (who didn’t experience direct 
Roman rules)



• The Romans left very little behind despite their long 
occupation of Britain.

• Most of their villas, baths, temples, network of roads, 
cities were destroyed or fell into disrepair. 

The Roman Period (AD 43 – 410)



Hadrian’s Wall 
• Location: Northern England

• Built in the second century in the reign of the emperor Hadrian

• Known as the Roman Wall, Picts' Wall 



Germanic invasions (410 – 1066)• During 5th century, the Angles and the Saxons invaded and settled in the south-east of 
the country while King Arthur ruled the west of the country. 

• By the end of 6th century, Anglo-Saxons predominated in nearly all of England and 
southern Scotland. 

• They had great effect on the countryside (introduce new farming methods and 
founded self-sufficient villages)

• Christianity spread throughout Britain during 6th and 7th centuries. 

• In the 8th century, there were another wave of Germanic invaders known as Vikings, 
Norsemen or Danes

• In the 9th century, they conquered and settled in north and west of Scotland, some 
coastal regions of Ireland. 

• Their conquest of England was defeated by King Alfred 

• By the end 10th century, England was one kingdom with a Germanic culture



The Medieval Period (1066 – 1485)
• 1066 – the Battle of Hastings – Normans  led by 

William, Duke of Normandy (William the Conqueror) 
defeated the Saxon King Harold 

• William was crowned king on Christmas Day, 1066 at 
Westminster Abbey

• Anglo-Norman kingdom was the most powerful 
political force in the British Isles. 

• By the end of 13th century, English King controlled a 
large part of eastern Ireland and the whole of Wales 
( began custom of naming the monarch’s eldest son 
“Prince of Wales)

• Scotland remained independent in the medieval 
period. 



• In 13th century, the word “parliament” 
(French origin) was first used in England. 

• In 1295, the Model Parliament set the pattern 
for the future by including elected 
representatives from urban and rural areas. 



The sixteenth century

• The power of English monarch increased in 
this period. 

• The Wars of Roses (1455-1485)- between the 
House of Lancaster (Lancastrians -red rose) 
and The House of York (Yorkists -white rose)

• Henry Tudor (Lanc.) defeated Richard III (York) 
-> King Henry VII , he married Elizabeth of York 
-> end of wars







(1533-1603)

The last monarch of the House of 
Tudor



The seventeenth century 
• James I became the first English King of the Stuart dynasty

• The Civil War (1642 – 1649) -Parliamentarians vs Royalists (Charles I 
against supporters of Parliament). The war ended with Parliamentarian 
victory. 

• Charles I was captured and became the first monarch in Europe to be 
executed. 

• The leader of the parliamentary army - Oliver Cromwell became ‘Lord 
Protector’ of a republic with a military government. 



The eighteenth century
• Politically, this century was stable. 

• At the beginning of this century, The Scottish 
Parliament joined with the English and Welsh 
Parliament. 

• The Acts of Union 1707 declared that the Kingdom 
of England and Kingdom of Scotland were "United 
into One Kingdom by the Name of Great Britain 
(Kingdom of Great Britain) 

• The Industrial Revolution began. 



The nineteenth century

• 1801 – United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. Ireland joins the union, and once 
again the name changes.

• 1837 – 1901 – reign of Queen Victoria

• 63 years and seven months, second longest 
reigning  British monarch

• Victorian era, a time of industrial, political, 
and military progress within the United 



The twentieth century
• 1922 – The Republic of Ireland (Eire, or 

‘Southern Ireland’) withdraws from the union, 
leaving just the northern counties of Ireland 
(Northern Ireland). This is the UK that remains 
to this day.

• 1927 – the formal name of the UK changed to 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland

• World War I (1914-1918) – huge casualties 





EXERCISE
• 1.Who founded the Church of England?

• 2.Which houses fought in the War of Roses?

• 3.Who ended the Wars of the Roses and started the Tudor Dynasty?

• 4.In which century did the Industrial Revolution begin?

• 5.On which side was the UK during WWII?

• 6.What are prehistorical landmarks in Wiltshire?

• 7.When was the Battle of Hastings? 

• 8. Who won the Battle of Hastings?

• 9. Who was the last monarch of the Tudor Dynasty?

• 10. 
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RELIGION IN THE UK



Source 

4. 



Discussion
1. What is the official religion of the United 
Kingdom?

2. Who is the supreme head of the Church of 
England?

3. What are major religions in the UK?

4. Which religion has the largest number of 
followers in the UK?

5. The UK is said to be religiously diverse but what 
does this mean?



Politics and Religion









Anglicanism
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INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS

Britain and the world



the empire on which the sun never sets



By 1913 the British Empire held sway over 412 million people, 23 

per cent of the world population at the time, and by 1920 it 

covered 35,500,000 km2 (13,700,000 sq mi), 24 per cent of the 

Earth's total land area



End of Empire

• Loss of the Thirteen American Colonies in 
1776

• Dominions - Self- government for Canada, 
Australia, and New Zealand 

• Waves of countries became independent after 
WW2

• India’s independence in 1947 (Gandhi)

• On 1 January 1984, Brunei, Britain's last 









• Founded in 1931

• 54 members 

• Queen Elizabeth II is the head of the Commonwealth

• Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings















Scotland and Wales

As far back as 1886 some moves were made to 

introduce Home Rule to Scotland, but they never 

got anywhere.

Wales and a cultural revival (esp language) 

beginning (timidly) in the late 19th century.

In early 20th century most Scots and Welsh 

believed Labour was best placed to defend their 

interests, with a strong central Labour 

government.



Scotland and Wales

In the 1960s Scottish and Welsh national 

movements began to pick up momentum.

Electoral successes for the Scottish National 

Party and Plaid Cymru.

By the late 1970s there was increasing pressure 

for "devolution".

A referendum was held in 1979 to ask the Scots 

and Welsh if that was what they wanted.



Scotland and Wales

A narrow majority of Scottish electors voted yes: 

but the number fell below the threshold of 40% of 

the electorate set by the legislation. In Wales the 

"yes" did not get a majority of those voting.

Margaret Thatcher and her Conservative 

government were opposed to devolution and the 

project was shelved.



Scotland and Wales

Some influential Labour politicians continued 

however to press for devolution, especially John 

Smith, Labour leader from 1992 until his death in 

1994.

A Scottish Constitutional Convention met in the 

late 1980s and early 1990s to draft proposals for 

a devolved parliament.



Scotland and Wales

Many people in Scotland felt that Margaret 

Thatcher's policies had been damaging to them, 

and this was compounded when she decided to 

apply the "poll tax" (Community Charge) to 

Scotland as a "pilot scheme" before applying it to 

the rest of the UK.

Scotland voted mainly Labour or SNP, while the 

Conservatives' overwhelming domination of 

Westminster relied essentially on English MPs.



Scotland and Wales

Labour's 1997 manifesto included proposals for a 

devolved Parliament in Scotland with legislative 

powers, and a Welsh Assembly with Executive 

powers. A referendum was held after Labour's 

overwhelming victory at the general election in 

1997. Scotland voted decisively in favour of 

devolution, but Wales only voted for devolution by 

the narrowest of margins.
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Scotland and Wales

The Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly 

held their first elections in 1999.



Northern Ireland





















GROUP WORK

Presentation
Choose ONE of the following topics and give  

presentation



No. Topics

1 Geography and sightseeing of the UK

2 Traditions and customs of  Great Britain

3 British education and work, and leisure

4 Marriage and family life in the UK

5 British holidays and festivals



No. Topics

6 British economy and everyday life

7 National symbols of the United Kingdom

8 British  sport and competition

9 British  fashion, national costumes and dress

10 Government and politics in the  United Kingdom


