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DEFINITION

• Genres are types of spoken and written discourse recognised by a discourse 
community. Example: lectures, conversation, speeches, notices, advertisements, 
novels, diaries, shopping list.

• Text types have schematic structures, for example:

Instruction/Procedure: Goal – (Material) – Steps

Argument: Thesis statement/position – Argument A, B, C, etc – Restatement 
of position

Report: Title – General statement - Description



GROUP WORK ACTIVITY

Work in groups of four or five 

Analyse the text in terms of the following items:

1.Format

2.Generic structure

3.Language (vocabulary and grammar)

4.Purpose and intended audience



SAMPLE ANALYSIS: 
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

1. Format:
- A title
- Five paragraphs



SAMPLE ANALYSIS: 
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

2. Generic structure:
-An introductory paragraph with 
the thesis statement as the final 
sentence of the paragraph

-Three body paragraphs for three 
arguments

-A conclusion



SAMPLE ANALYSIS: 
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

3. Language:
3.1 Vocabulary: Formal, academic
3.2 Grammar: 
A variety of sentence/clause 
structures



SAMPLE ANALYSIS: 
ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY

4. Purpose and intended audience:
4.1 Purpose:  To argue, to persuade, 
to practise academic writing
4.2 Intended audience: The 
teacher/instructor of Academic 
Writing subject


