
 The disappearance of a sound

A phoneme may (be realized as zero/ 

have zero realization/ be deleted.)



Typical of rapid, casual

speech

Make tongue movement easier

Weaken our articulation





After /p/, /t/, /k/

No elision Elision

potato / pə'teitəʊ /  / p'teitəʊ / 

tomato / tə'mɑ:təʊ /  / t'mɑ:təʊ / 

canary / kə'neəri /  / k'neəri / 



Before/n/, /l/, /r/

No elision Elision

tonight /təˈnaɪt/  /tˈnaɪt/ 

police /pəˈliːs/  /pˈliːs/ 

correct /kəˈrekt/  /kˈrekt/ 



 Syllable-final clusters involving /t/,/d/

Word/combination No elision Elision

asked /ɑ:skt/ /ɑ:st/

desktop /ˈdɛskˌtɒp/ /ˈdɛsˌtɒp/

kept quiet /ˌkɛptˈkwaɪət/ /ˌkɛpˈkwaɪət/

at least twice /ət li:stˈtwaɪs/ /ət li:sˈtwaɪs/

next to /ˈnɛkstˌtʊ/ /ˈnɛksˌtʊ/

for the first time /fə ðəˌfɜ:stˈtaɪm/ /fə ðəˌfɜ:sˈtaɪm/



Lots of them  /lɒts ə ðəm/

Waste of money  /weɪst ə ˈmʌni /

The loss of final /v/ in “of” before 

consonants



The loss of /h/

Tell (h)im  /tel ɪm/

You shouldn’t (h)ave



Contraction

s

Pronounced

had/would ‘d /d/ or /əd/

is/has ‘s /s/ or /z/ or /ɪz/

will ‘ll /l/

have ‘ve /v/ or /əv/

are ‘re /ə/




