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I. Consonant   /r/

/r/ is the voiced consonant
sound. (vocal cords are
vibrated)

To make this sound, open your
mouth slightly, the lips come
out, pull the tongue back
without touching the teeth.

The back of the tongue is raised.

The sides of the tongue touch
the back teeth.
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The center of the back of the

tongue is lower and the air

travels through this groove to

create the sound.

The position of soft palate is

raised (oral)

I. Consonant   /r/
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examples
Examples Transcription Listen Meaning

Rare /reə(r) / Hiếm, hiếm có

Red /red/ Đỏ

Restaurant /ˈrestrɒnt/ Nhà hàng

Sorry /ˈsɒri / Lấy làm buồn

Squirrel /ˈskwɪrəl/ Sóc

Admiral /ˈædmərəl / Sĩ quan hải quân cấp cao
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British and American English
In British English the consonant /r/ is pronounced 

only before a vowel (e.g. rent). In all other cases, 
the /r/ is silent (e.g. car, bird). 

In American English the /r/ is always pronounced.

The three diphthongs /ɪə eə ʊə/ are found only in 
British English. In corresponding place American 
English has a similar vowel follow by /r/

e.g. near   BrE /nɪə(r)/      AE /nir/,

hair    BrE /heə(r)/    AE /her/,

sure   BrE /ʃʊə(r)/ AE /ʃʊr/
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II. Consonant /l/

/l/ is the voiced consonant

sound.

To create this sound, put the

front part of the tongue

behind the teeth. The air

comes out from the sides of

the tongue.
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II. Consonant /l/

The tip of the tongue is placed

against the middle of the teeth

ridge.

The position of soft palate is

raised (oral).
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examples
Examples Transcription Listen Meaning

lamb /læm/ Thịt cừu non

look /lʊk/ nhìn

clock /klɒk/ Đồng hồ

pillar /ˈpɪlə(r)/ Cột

accelerate /əkˈseləreɪt/ Đẩy mạnh, tăng tốc

little /ˈlɪtl/ Ít, nhỏ

minimal /ˈmɪnɪməl/ Nhỏ nhất
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/l/

/r/
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/l//l/

/r/
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IV. COMPARISION 

BETWEEN /r/ AND /l/
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• Alveolars.
• Voiced consonant sounds: the 

vocal cords are vibrated.

• Position of the soft palate: raised 
(oral).

Similarities
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The vocal cords are vibrated.

Similarities
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Soft palate is raised.

Similarities
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Differences 

Feature /l/ /r/

The tip of the 

tongue

make contact 

with the top of 

the mouth, just 

behind the teeth.

must not make 

contact 

with any parts of 

the mouth.

/l/ /r/



LOGO

Differences 

Feature /l/ /r/
Manner of

articulation lateral rolled
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Differences 

Feature /l/ /r/
The shape of the 

mouth

unrounded Slightly rounded

/l/ /r/



LOGO

ˈmɪnɪməl

Choose an animal and answer 
the question to get 1 point.

You’ll get no point if you 
pronounce the animal’s name 

wrong.

You get 2 points for lucky number.
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2.

You have chosen a lucky animal.
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Listen and arrange words in the 
right column: (British or American English)

British English American

English

Surf Girl

Hard

Father

Barbecue

Bird

Barbie

012345678910
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Which are features of 
phoneme /l/?

A. <+vocalic>, <+voiced>, <+lateral>, 
<+alveolar>.

B. <+vocalic>, <+voiceless>, <+lateral>, 
<+alveolar>.

C. <+consonantal>, <+voiced>, <+plosive>, 
<+alveolar>.

D. <+consonantal>, <+voiced>, <+lateral>, 
<+alveolar>. 

012345678910
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Put words of the first column in the right 
column /r/ or /l/. (some may NOT need to be 
used)

/r/ /l/

Lateral, Rolled

Palato-alveolar, Alveolar

Raised (oral), Lowered (nasal)

012345678910
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Listen and choose the right sentence 
that she said:

A. ‘It’s a lot of rot that you need the right light 

to row a low boat on the lake!’ Said the 

lake.

B. ‘It’s a lot of rot that you need the right light 

to row a low boat on the lake!’ Said the 

rake.

C. ‘It’s a lot of rot that you need the right light 

to low a row boat on the lake!’ Said the 

rake.

D. ‘It’s a lot of rot that you need the right light 

to row a low boat on the rake!’ Said the 

rake.

012345678910
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Fill in the blanks: The 
similarities of consonants /r/ and 
/l/:

_________

_________ consonants

Position of soft palate 

_________

012345678910

Alveolars

Voiced

raised.
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Which is the sound waves of 
consonant /r/? 012345678910

A
B
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2.

You have chosen a lucky animal.


