


I. PRESENT SIMPLE

II. FUTURE SIMPLE

III. PAST SIMPLE



S: sentence
Q: question word C: complementizer
I: Inversion Pro: Pronoun
Pred.P : Predicative Phrase Det: Determiner
Aux: Auxiliary Verb NP : Noun Phrase
PP: Preposition Phrase VP: Verb Phrase
+Finite: conjugated verb (t): tense 
-Finite: non-finite verb
(infinitive, gerund, 
present or past participle)



Does       your        sister        (t)        play        volleyball      after      school? 
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- Move the contents of I into C
- Leave a trace (t) in the original 
position (in I) of the moved element
-Do-insertion is required



Can     you    (t)   show    me   the   steps    in    the   manufacturing    process?

N N

N’Det

NP

Det PPN

Prep

Pro

NPVP NP

VP
IProAux

Pred.PNPI

SC

S’Q

S

Subject- Auxiliary Inversion – SAI
Move the auxiliary verb following 
the subject NP to the left of the subject.



Will           we            (t)           empty            the            garbage            cans?
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- Move the contents of I into C
- The modal will, which starts out in T, 
moves to C in question.



Will        your       brother         (t)         be         a       successful        doctor?

NA

N’Det

NPV

VPI

Pred.P

NDetAux

NP   

S

I

C

S’Q

S



Did              you             (t)           drive             your             car             carefully?
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Did          she          (t)          write         a          notice        on         the       board?
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Will           you          (t)          be           a        teacher          after       graduation?
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Do               you               (t)               come              from                VietNam?
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Do         they               (t)        work       in             town
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