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Whats Your Medicine ?




Vocabulary Review:

Write the words from the box next to their definitions. Not all of the words will be used.

antibiotic
bandage

blood patient relax swelling
flow popular saliva veins

1. An area on your body that is larger than usual because of injury

2. The liquid in your mouth

3. Tubes that bring blood back to the heart from the rest of the body
4. When a liquid moves slowly from one place to another

5. Someone who is getting medical treatment

6. To feel calm and not be excited

7. Medicine that kills bacteria or infections

8. A wrap used to protect a swollen body part




GROSS MEDICINE

By Shetal Shah

gross: very unpleasant to look at or think about




GROSS MEDICINE By Shetal Shah
1. | was trying to lie still and close my eyes. But | had to look.
2. They looked brown like chocolates. In fact, they were dark-green. But
these “chocolates” were leeches. They were sucking the pus from my
ankle. They were looking for blood.
3. This happened to me last summer when | rode my bicycle across
Botswana, Africa. One day, | fell off my bike and got a small cut on my
ankle. | forgot to wash the cut or put a bandage on it.
4] Three days later, | couldn’t put on my shoe because my foot was so
swollen. The pain in my ankle was terrible. And it was moving up my leg. |
eeded to find a doctor fast. But in Botswana, near the Kalahari Desert, a
trip to the hospital looked like this: one day by car, three days by bicycle,
r six days by donkey. This is when | met Ntemisidang and the leeches.
. Ntemisidang was a traditional doctor from a village four kilometers
ay. He look at the €ut. He pushed on it carefully. Then he put his
nd on my forehgad and nodded his head. Yes, | had a fever. He said

he had to take the pus out of the ankle before | could bicycle to the city
the next day to get some antibiotics.

6. Ntemisidang smiled to help me relax. He put a wet cloth on my
forehead and opened a small metal box. Inside this dirty little box were
the leeches.

7.1 put my head back and watched the stars. | tried to think of other
things. But | felt something cool on my skin. Ntemisidang put the leeches
gently around the cut on my ankle. Suddenly, | felt them bite, and then |
didn’t feel anything.

8. Ntemisidang tried to make me laugh and forget about what was
happening on my ankle. He wasn’t funny, but | laughed.

9. An hour later, my ankle was bandaged and Ntemisidang was smiling, |
was smiling too. | thanked him for helping me, and we said goodbye. Two
days later, after riding 240 kilimeters to the next city, | found a hospital. As
the doctor was giving me a shot of antibiotics, | was thinking, “I sure don’t
like shots, but at least they aren’t as gross as leeches!”

Shah'was tyavelling through when he fell off his bike.
B. Botswana

isidang tried to make Shah laugh. He .
ervous
ches helped Shah because they :
im by healing the infection in his ankle
y the swelling so he could bike to the hospital

B. it would take too long on his bicycle

B. wanted Shah think he was funny

C. the mountains

C. he cut his ankle and didn’t wash or bandage it.
C. his car was too slow.

C. wanted Shah to stop thinking about the leeches

C. made him relax



Wikipedia is an encyclopedia that is available on the Internet and what 1. Wikipedia :
people love about it is that it can be edited by absolutely everybody. A. was created by a team of computer scientists.

When and how did it start? B. began as a business idea.
It was founded in 2001 by a guy called Jimmy Wales. It started as a C. became popular as soon as it started

fancy idea, a kind of a hobby and everybody is surprised how popular it D et ¥ e
has become and how many computer scientists it has attracted. It has " : hehhgt - - P '
gat a collection of about 1.8 million articles, the majority of which are 2. Articles in Wikipedia are

in/English; however, one can find some articles in over 200 languages. A.mostly abO_Ut science. B. mostl)_/ in En@_l”Sh-
If/it was a business, it would earn lots of money. C.translated into 200 languages. D. very interesting.

ow is it possible that articles that can be changed by anyone are 3. Wikipedia remains accurate as much as possible becau
correct?

he Wikipedia is based on wikis - a special software which lets every- A.all people who write for it are experts.

one modify a webpage and it is true that anyone can change the infor-
ation on the page/if they think it’s incorrect. But, the Wikipedia has a
gam of over 13,000 people who are experts in different fields and who

B. it has a special type of software programme.
C. there are people who monitor it for mistakes.

|w

Orrect any inaccurate information sent by people. D. not everybody can change the information.
-\\ it error-frée? 4. The best advantage of Wikipedia is that
One may say so. Recently, for example, the British journal Nature A. you don’t have to pay for it.
loaked at the scientific information in Wikipedia and confirmed it was B. everyone can use it.
verppreligble and that they didn’t find many errors. It was very good C. itis created by Ordinary peop|e.
news\for the founder as well as for all the users. D. is quick and reliable.
Wh t becoming so popular?

5. The text probably comes from

Like the whole idea of the Internet, it’s also quick and available to eve- A 3 leaflet B N
ryone\The greatest thing of all is that it is free. Some people also stress & ifi il - il
that it’§}fun to be able to add what you know to the information on the C. ascientific article D. a magazine article

net. IT \ ialists believe it has a very bright future and most claim it’s
the most Rrilliant invention ever.
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