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1 America1 America

Think of a big, beautiful, empty landThink of a big, beautiful, empty land

 wi with th momountuntainains, s, foreforests, sts, laklakeses,,

animals and fish, but no people. Thisanimals and fish, but no people. This

 wa was s AmAmerierica ca 30,000 30,000 years years agago.o.

 Ar Arouound nd that that timetime, , the the first first peoppeoplele

probably arrived in Alaska fromprobably arrived in Alaska from

 As Asiaia. . ThThey ey travtravelled elled soutsouth h andand

 beca became me the the NoNortrth h AmAmerericican an IndiaIndians,ns,

and the Aztecs, Mayas and Incas andand the Aztecs, Mayas and Incas and

other peoples of Central and Southother peoples of Central and South

 Am Amerericica. a. LateLater r came came the the InuitInuit

(Eskimos) of Canada and the Arctic.(Eskimos) of Canada and the Arctic.

But there are only a few of these earlyBut there are only a few of these early

peoples in America today.peoples in America today.

In the sixteenth century EuropeansIn the sixteenth century Europeans

started to come to America, and soonstarted to come to America, and soon

after that, they brought workers -after that, they brought workers -

slaves - from Africa. Large numbersslaves - from Africa. Large numbers

of immigrants continued to arriveof immigrants continued to arrive

from all over the world until thefrom all over the world until the

middle of the twentieth century.middle of the twentieth century.

The empty land was now full ofThe empty land was now full of

people, speaking different languagespeople, speaking different languages

and with different ideas. There areand with different ideas. There are

 just  just three three councountrietries s nnoow w in in NoNortrthh

 Am Amerericica: a: CaCananadada, , MMexexiicco o and and thethe

USA. But thereUSA. But there

 we were re nearly nearly severalseveral

more. The 'Unitedmore. The 'United

States of America'States of America'

 wa was s nonot t alalwawaysys

united. The 252united. The 252

million people whomillion people who

live in its fifty stateslive in its fifty states

are not all theare not all the

same. So how wassame. So how was

the USA born?the USA born?

How did it grow?How did it grow?

 An And d whwhat at sort sort ofof

country is it now?country is it now?



2 2 The The Pilgrim Pilgrim FatFatherherss

For thousands of years, America andFor thousands of years, America and

its peoples were unknown to the restits peoples were unknown to the rest

of the world. The Vikings visitedof the world. The Vikings visited

Canada from Scandinavia aroundCanada from Scandinavia around

 AD  AD 101000, 00, but but did did nonot t stay. stay. ThThenen, , inin

1492, a brave Italian sailor called1492, a brave Italian sailor called

Christopher Columbus reached theChristopher Columbus reached the

Caribbean, while he was looking forCaribbean, while he was looking for

a sea route from Europe to India.a sea route from Europe to India.

Columbus did not stay either. It wasColumbus did not stay either. It was

only in the sixteenth century that theonly in the sixteenth century that the

French, the Spanish, and theFrench, the Spanish, and the

British all started to come andBritish all started to come and

live in North America.live in North America.

In the early seventeenthIn the early seventeenth

century, two very differentcentury, two very different

groups of English peoplegroups of English people

made the dangerousmade the dangerous

 jou journrney ey acracrososs s the the AtAtlanlantitic.c.

In 1607, a group of farmersIn 1607, a group of farmers

 began  began the the cocololony ny ofof

Jamestown, in Virginia. TheyJamestown, in Virginia. They

fought with the Indians, andfought with the Indians, and

many died because they were ill andmany died because they were ill and

did not have enough to eat. Butdid not have enough to eat. But

Pocahontas, the daughter of anPocahontas, the daughter of an

Indian chief, became a friend ofIndian chief, became a friend of

Captain John Smith and helped himCaptain John Smith and helped him

and the other English people. Sheand the other English people. She

later married a man called John Rolfelater married a man called John Rolfe

PocahontasPocahontas

Slaves working in the tobacco fieldsSlaves working in the tobacco fields

and went to England, where she died.and went to England, where she died.

The farmers discovered that itThe farmers discovered that it

 wa was s easy easy to to grgrow ow totobabacccco o inin

 Vi Virgrgininiaia, , so so they they brobroughughtt

 Afr Africaican n peoppeople le to to woworrkk

in the fields as their slaves.in the fields as their slaves.

Smoking was becomingSmoking was becoming

 very  very fasfashihiononablable, e, andand

the Americans found a bigthe Americans found a big

market for their tobaccomarket for their tobacco

in Europe.in Europe.

In 1620, another group ofIn 1620, another group of

101 English men, women and101 English men, women and

children arrived in Plymouth,children arrived in Plymouth,

Massachusetts. We know theseMassachusetts. We know these

people, who had very strong ideaspeople, who had very strong ideas

about religion, as the 'Pilgrims', orabout religion, as the 'Pilgrims', or

'Pilgrim Fathers'. They did not want'Pilgrim Fathers'. They did not want

to live in England because they didto live in England because they did

not agree with the Church ofnot agree with the Church of



England, so they sailed to America inEngland, so they sailed to America in

a ship called thea ship called the Mayflower. Mayflower.  They  They

 became  became not not onlonly y farfarmersmers, , but but alsoalso

 businessmen  businessmen wwhho o boubought ght and and soldsold

animal skins. They thought that allanimal skins. They thought that all

men were equal and so they did notmen were equal and so they did not

have slaves.have slaves.

The Pilgrims too were often ill andThe Pilgrims too were often ill and

hungry, and nearly half of them diedhungry, and nearly half of them died

in the first year. But they were helpedin the first year. But they were helped

 by  by friendly friendly IndiIndians, ans, wwhho o shoshowedwed

them how to grow corn. In thethem how to grow corn. In the

autumn of 1621, the Pilgrims had aautumn of 1621, the Pilgrims had a

 big  big dinner dinner to to give give thathanks nks for for the the firstfirst

food that they had grown themselves.food that they had grown themselves.

This day became known asThis day became known as

Thanksgiving, and Americans stillThanksgiving, and Americans still

celebrate it every year, on the fourthcelebrate it every year, on the fourth

Thursday of November. It is one ofThursday of November. It is one of

the most important holidays in thethe most important holidays in the

 year,  year, and and peopeople ple often often travtravel el manmanyy

hundreds of kilometres to be withhundreds of kilometres to be with

their family.their family.

USA factsUSA facts

'America' was named after an'America' was named after an

Italian businessman called AmerigoItalian businessman called Amerigo

 Ves Vespupuccicci, , wwho ho sailed sailed to to SouSouthth

 Am Amererica ica betbetweeween n 114499 99 and and 1155002.2.

Columbus called the NativeColumbus called the Native

 Am Amerericaicans ns 'In'Indiadians' ns' because because hehe

thought that he had reached India.thought that he had reached India.

The Pilgrim Fathers landing at PlymouthThe Pilgrim Fathers landing at Plymouth



3 3 The The War War of of IndependenceIndependence

The BostonThe Boston
Tea PartyTea Party

By 1770, there wereBy 1770, there were

thirteen coloniesthirteen colonies

along the east coastalong the east coast

of North America,of North America,

all governed byall governed by

Britain. But BritainBritain. But Britain

 wa was s a a lonlong g wwayay

away, and theaway, and the

people of thepeople of the

colonies becamecolonies became

angry at the highangry at the high

taxes that thetaxes that the

government madegovernment made

them pay.them pay.

In DecemberIn December

1773 a group of men threw1773 a group of men threw

342 boxes of tea into the sea342 boxes of tea into the sea

at Boston because they didat Boston because they did

not want to pay the Britishnot want to pay the British

tax on it. This was thetax on it. This was the

'Boston Tea Party'.'Boston Tea Party'.

The British government wasThe British government was

now angry too, and in Aprilnow angry too, and in April

1775 some Americans fought a1775 some Americans fought a

group of British soldiers atgroup of British soldiers at

Lexington and Concord, inLexington and Concord, in

Massachusetts. A few months later,Massachusetts. A few months later,

after the Battle of Bunker Hill, nearafter the Battle of Bunker Hill, near

Boston, it was clear that Britain wasBoston, it was clear that Britain was

at war with its American colonies.at war with its American colonies.

GeorgeGeorge
WashingtonWashington

 A  A farmer farmer frofrom m ViVirgrgininiaia, , GeGeororgege

 Wa Washshiningtogton, n, becabecame me the the leader leader ofof

the American army.the American army.

But the colonies did not say thatBut the colonies did not say that

they wanted to be fully independentthey wanted to be fully independent

until the summer of 1776. Thomasuntil the summer of 1776. Thomas

Jefferson wrote the famousJefferson wrote the famous

'Declaration of Independence','Declaration of Independence',

 whe where re he he said said that that the the kikingng, , GeoGeorgerge

III, had broken his agreement withIII, had broken his agreement with

his people, because he had not lethis people, because he had not let

them have their rights: rights to life,them have their rights: rights to life,

freedom and happiness. The day offreedom and happiness. The day of

the Declaration of Independence isthe Declaration of Independence is

another important Americananother important American

oliday, celebrated each yearoliday, celebrated each year

on July 4.on July 4.

The Americans finallyThe Americans finally

 w woon n the the wwar ar five five yearyearss

later, in October 1781, andlater, in October 1781, and

two years after that, theytwo years after that, they

 wer were e free free to to gogovevernrn

themselves. In 1788 theythemselves. In 1788 they

made George Washingtonmade George Washington

their first president.their first president.

The thirteen colonies, whichThe thirteen colonies, which

 became  became kknonown wn as as 's'stattateses', ', grgrew ew byby

adding land to the south and west.adding land to the south and west.

In 1803, Jefferson, the thirdIn 1803, Jefferson, the third

president, bought a piece of richpresident, bought a piece of rich



Signing the Declaration of IndependenceSigning the Declaration of Independence

farmland in the mid-west fromfarmland in the mid-west from

France; it was five times as big asFrance; it was five times as big as

France itself, and it only cost $15France itself, and it only cost $15

million. In 1819, the USA boughtmillion. In 1819, the USA bought

Florida from Spain. The United StatesFlorida from Spain. The United States

 wa was s nonow w twitwice ce as as big big as as it it had had beenbeen

in 1781. And by 1848, after winningin 1781. And by 1848, after winning

Texas and the West from Mexico, itTexas and the West from Mexico, it

had grown again so that it reached allhad grown again so that it reached all

the way from the Atlantic to thethe way from the Atlantic to the

Pacific, over 5,000 kilometres.Pacific, over 5,000 kilometres.

USA factsUSA facts

• • ThThe e names names 'Unite'United d States States ofof

 Am Amerericica' a' and and 'A'Amemeriricacan' n' wewere re firstfirst

used at the time of the War ofused at the time of the War of

Independence.Independence.

• • The American flag, The American flag, the the StaStars rs andand

Stripes, also first appeared at thatStripes, also first appeared at that

time. It has a stripe for each of thetime. It has a stripe for each of the

first thirteen states and a star isfirst thirteen states and a star is

added when a new state joins, soadded when a new state joins, so

there are now fifty stars.there are now fifty stars.



4 4 The The CiCivivil l WarWar

This great country of 31This great country of 31

million people was knownmillion people was known

as the Union, but in factas the Union, but in fact

there were deep differencesthere were deep differences

 bet betweeween n the the NoNorrth th and and thethe

South. And in 1861 warSouth. And in 1861 war

 bro broke ke out out - - the the momostst

terrible war that the worldterrible war that the world

had ever seen. At leasthad ever seen. At least

600,000 people died in the600,000 people died in the

fighting or from illness.fighting or from illness.

The war was fought toThe war was fought to

keep the United Stateskeep the United States

united. It began because theunited. It began because the

southern states kept slavessouthern states kept slaves

to work in the cotton fields. Slavesto work in the cotton fields. Slaves

 wer were e nonot t alallolowewed d in in the the NoNortrth, h, andand

the two sides argued about whetherthe two sides argued about whether

they should allow them in the newthey should allow them in the new

lands of the West. In 1860, Abrahamlands of the West. In 1860, Abraham

Lincoln, who belonged to theLincoln, who belonged to the

Republican party, which was againstRepublican party, which was against

keeping slaves, was elected president.keeping slaves, was elected president.

On December 24, South CarolinaOn December 24, South Carolina

said that it wanted to be independentsaid that it wanted to be independent

and the other southern states soonand the other southern states soon

followed; they called themselves thefollowed; they called themselves the

'Confederate States of America'. The'Confederate States of America'. The

fighting began on April 12 1861, atfighting began on April 12 1861, at

Fort Sumter.Fort Sumter.

Slaves working in the cotton fieldsSlaves working in the cotton fields

The South had some of the bestThe South had some of the best

soldiers - one was the great Robert E.soldiers - one was the great Robert E.

Lee - and they had plenty of moneyLee - and they had plenty of money

from selling their cotton to England.from selling their cotton to England.

But the North had more men andBut the North had more men and

more factories. They also hadmore factories. They also had

Lincoln, one of the best presidentsLincoln, one of the best presidents

that the USA has ever had.that the USA has ever had.

Two famous soldiers helped theTwo famous soldiers helped the

North to win the war: GeneralNorth to win the war: General

Sherman is remembered in a famousSherman is remembered in a famous

song about how he took 60,000 ofsong about how he took 60,000 of

his soldiers on a journey fromhis soldiers on a journey from

 At Atlalantnta, a, in in GeGeororgigia, a, to to the the AtAtlanlantiticc

coast, breaking the Confederatecoast, breaking the Confederate



The The Battle Battle of of Gettysburg Gettysburg Abraham Abraham LincolnLincoln

states in two; after the war, hestates in two; after the war, he

 beca became me head head of of the the AmAmerericican an army.army.

General Ulysses S. Grant was theGeneral Ulysses S. Grant was the

man who represented the North atman who represented the North at

 Ap Appopomamattttoox x in in 11886655, , whwhen en thethe

South, under Lee, accepted that theySouth, under Lee, accepted that they

had lost the war. Grant was very fairhad lost the war. Grant was very fair

to Lee's soldiers, who did not have toto Lee's soldiers, who did not have to

go to prison. Some years later, ingo to prison. Some years later, in

1868, he became president.1868, he became president.

Sadly, in April 1865, just after theSadly, in April 1865, just after the

end of the war, Lincoln was shot atend of the war, Lincoln was shot at

the theatre by a man called Johnthe theatre by a man called John

 Wi Wilklkes es BoBoototh. h. AftAfter er LinLincolcoln's n's deadeathth,,

the new president was not strongthe new president was not strong

enough to bring the North and theenough to bring the North and the

South together. Anger and arguments,South together. Anger and arguments,

mostly about the rights of blackmostly about the rights of black

people, continued.people, continued.

USA factUSA fact

• • A A very very important battle important battle was wonwas won

 by  by the the NoNortrth h at at GeGettttysysbuburg rg inin

Pennsylvania in 1863. Lincoln spokePennsylvania in 1863. Lincoln spoke

there afterwards about the bravethere afterwards about the brave

soldiers who had died. This becamesoldiers who had died. This became

known as the Gettysburg Addressknown as the Gettysburg Address

and contains the famous words,and contains the famous words,

'. . . government of the people,'. . . government of the people,

 by  by the the pepeopoplele, , for for the the pepeopoplele.'.'



5 5 The The WilWild d WestWest

During the nineteenth century, moreDuring the nineteenth century, more

and more people went to live in theand more people went to live in the

 Wes West. t. MMoosst t of of us us have have seen seen the the 'W'Wilildd

 Wes West' t' in in films films and and on on teletelevisvisionion, , andand

so we think that it was full ofso we think that it was full of

cowboys and fighting. But in factcowboys and fighting. But in fact

there were very few cowboys - nothere were very few cowboys - no

more than 40,000 - and realmore than 40,000 - and real

cowboys did not shoot each othercowboys did not shoot each other

 ver very y oftenoften. . ThThey ey werwere e hahardrd-w-wororkikingng

men, and at least a quarter of themmen, and at least a quarter of them

 wer were e blablack ck or or MMexexicicanan. . ThThey ey totookok

cows from Texas up to the railwaycows from Texas up to the railway

towns in Kansas and Missouri to betowns in Kansas and Missouri to be

killed for meat. From there, the meatkilled for meat. From there, the meat

 wa was s sent sent to to the the East East and and solsold.d.

The cowboys almost disappearedThe cowboys almost disappeared

after about thirty years because theafter about thirty years because the

land was given by the government toland was given by the government to

farmers and their families. Fromfarmers and their families. From

1862 to 1900, more than half a1862 to 1900, more than half a

million farmers came to live in themillion farmers came to live in the

 Wes West, t, whewhere re they they grgrew ew corn corn andand

Indians hunting buffaloIndians hunting buffalo

 A  A cowboycowboy

other crops instead of keeping cows.other crops instead of keeping cows.

The farms were very lonely, butThe farms were very lonely, but

soon the railways helped to bringsoon the railways helped to bring

people together. In 1869, the railwaypeople together. In 1869, the railway

line from the East met the line fromline from the East met the line from

the West in Utah, so it was possiblethe West in Utah, so it was possible

for Americans to travel right acrossfor Americans to travel right across

the USA by train.the USA by train.

There were about two millionThere were about two million

Native Americans (or 'Indians') inNative Americans (or 'Indians') in

 Am Amerericica a in in the the fifteenth fifteenth century,century,

 whe when n the the EurEuropeopeans ans started started toto

colonize the country. They lived bycolonize the country. They lived by

hunting and farming, and when theyhunting and farming, and when they

got horses from thegot horses from the

Europeans, they used themEuropeans, they used them

to hunt buffalo. There wereto hunt buffalo. There were

about 60 million buffaloabout 60 million buffalo

and the Indians needed themand the Indians needed them



for food, clothes, houses, knives, etc.for food, clothes, houses, knives, etc.

Sadly, the Europeans also broughtSadly, the Europeans also brought

diseases which killed the Indians.diseases which killed the Indians.

They fought and killed the IndiansThey fought and killed the Indians

too, because they wanted to taketoo, because they wanted to take

their land for farms or railways. Theytheir land for farms or railways. They

shot millions of buffalo, so that it isshot millions of buffalo, so that it is

said that by 1900 there were less thansaid that by 1900 there were less than

a thousand animals left in all of thea thousand animals left in all of the

USA - and less than 250,000 NativeUSA - and less than 250,000 Native

 Am Amerericicanans.s.

The Indian wars ended in 1890The Indian wars ended in 1890

 wi with th the the Battle Battle of of WoWoununded ded KneKnee,e,

 wh when en manmany y SiSiououx x menmen, , wowomemenn

and children were killed byand children were killed by

 Am Amerericican an solsoldierdiers. s. After After thithis,s,

Indians had to live in specialIndians had to live in special

places called 'reservations'.places called 'reservations'.

Even today, many of theEven today, many of the

two million Nativetwo million Native

 Am Ameriericancans s live live onon

reservations; theyreservations; they

are often very poorare often very poor

and a lot of them doand a lot of them do

not have jobs.not have jobs.

USA factsUSA facts

• • From From 1860 1860 to 18to 186161 , , ththee

mail was carried from Eastmail was carried from East

to West and back again byto West and back again by

the famous Pony Express.the famous Pony Express.

Horses were kept atHorses were kept at

 An  An early early American American railroadrailroad

different places; one man rodedifferent places; one man rode

 wi with th a a bag bag of of letters letters for for ababououtt

120 kilometres and then gave120 kilometres and then gave

it to another man. In this way,it to another man. In this way,

letters only took about tenletters only took about ten

days to cross the country.days to cross the country.

• • One One very very well-knwell-knownown

rider was Buffalo Billrider was Buffalo Bill

Cody. He later becameCody. He later became

a soldier and a hunter;a soldier and a hunter;

they say that he shot 4,280they say that he shot 4,280

 buf buffalo falo in in one one yearyear! ! In In thethe

1880s, Buffalo Bill started1880s, Buffalo Bill started

his Wild West Show, a kindhis Wild West Show, a kind

of travelling theatre, with theof travelling theatre, with the

famous cowgirl Annie Oakley.famous cowgirl Annie Oakley.

Buffalo BillBuffalo Bill



6 6 NeNew w AmeAmeriricancanss

 At  At the the begibeginninnning g of of the the nineteennineteenthth

century most American families hadcentury most American families had

come from Britain, Germany andcome from Britain, Germany and

Scandinavia, and they were farmersScandinavia, and they were farmers

or businesspeople. But soon thator businesspeople. But soon that

 bega began n to to chachangenge..

Factories were built and citiesFactories were built and cities

grew; poor people arrived from othergrew; poor people arrived from other

countries, hoping to find work.countries, hoping to find work.

Between 1840 and the end of theBetween 1840 and the end of the

century, about five million peoplecentury, about five million people

Chinatown, San FranciscoChinatown, San Francisco

came from Ireland alone. Anothercame from Ireland alone. Another

five million immigrants came fromfive million immigrants came from

Italy, and millions more from Russia,Italy, and millions more from Russia,

Poland and other countries of EasternPoland and other countries of Eastern

Europe, hoping to find jobs andEurope, hoping to find jobs and

freedom. America kept an 'openfreedom. America kept an 'open

door' until 1924 and about 27door' until 1924 and about 27

million people arrived between 1880million people arrived between 1880

and 1930. They were often poor, hadand 1930. They were often poor, had

different religions, and had not beendifferent religions, and had not been

to school for very long; there was ato school for very long; there was a

lot of prejudice against them.lot of prejudice against them.

The Chinese immigrants in theThe Chinese immigrants in the

 West  West also also met met wiwith th prejuprejudice. dice. MMananyy

people came to live in California afterpeople came to live in California after

gold was found there in 1848, andgold was found there in 1848, and

among them were 300,000 Chinese.among them were 300,000 Chinese.

Many of the Chinese stayed to workMany of the Chinese stayed to work



 buil building ding the the new new raraililwawaysys. . LikLike e blablackck

people and Native Americans, thepeople and Native Americans, the

Chinese had no civil rights and afterChinese had no civil rights and after

1882, they were no longer allowed to1882, they were no longer allowed to

enter the USA.enter the USA.

The Irish, Italians and EasternThe Irish, Italians and Eastern

Europeans usually stayed in the bigEuropeans usually stayed in the big

cities of the East or the Mid-West,cities of the East or the Mid-West,

like New York, Boston or Chicago,like New York, Boston or Chicago,

and worked in the factories.and worked in the factories.

 Al Alththouough gh mosmost t of of them them learlearnedned

English and became Americans, theyEnglish and became Americans, they

also wanted to keep their own way ofalso wanted to keep their own way of

life. So in many cities you can findlife. So in many cities you can find

places known as Little Italy orplaces known as Little Italy or

Chinatown, where the restaurantsChinatown, where the restaurants

have Italian or Chinese food. This ishave Italian or Chinese food. This is

all part of what makes America anall part of what makes America an

interesting and exciting country.interesting and exciting country.

USA factsUSA facts

• • Immigrants Immigrants from from Europe arrivedEurope arrived

at Ellis Island in New York,at Ellis Island in New York,

 whe where re they they werwere e checheckcked ed forfor

illness and other problems.illness and other problems.

They were welcomed by theThey were welcomed by the

Statue of Liberty, which wasStatue of Liberty, which was

given by France to America ingiven by France to America in

1886. On it are written these1886. On it are written these

 wo wordrds:s:

'Give me your tired, your poor .. .''Give me your tired, your poor .. .'

• • Today, thToday, the biggest e biggest number ofnumber of

immigrants to the USA comeimmigrants to the USA come

from Spanish-speaking countriesfrom Spanish-speaking countries

such as Mexico and Puerto Rico.such as Mexico and Puerto Rico.

More than six million have arrivedMore than six million have arrived

since 1980 and Spanish hassince 1980 and Spanish has

 bec become ome the the seconsecond d langlanguaguage e ofof

the United States.the United States.

The StatueThe Statue of of  Liberty Liberty

Immigrants arriving at Ellis IslandImmigrants arriving at Ellis Island



7 7 BlBlacack k AmeriAmericanscans

Today about 30 million of the 252Today about 30 million of the 252

million people in the USA are black.million people in the USA are black.

They used to live mostly in the South,They used to live mostly in the South,

 wo workrkining g in in the the cocotttton on and and totobabaccccoo

fields. After the Civil War, whitefields. After the Civil War, white

Southerners were angry that they hadSoutherners were angry that they had

lost the war and angry that slaveslost the war and angry that slaves

 wer were e nnow ow free. free. ThThey ey shoshowed wed a a lot lot ofof

prejudice against black people. Someprejudice against black people. Some

 whi whites tes joijoined ned the the Ku Ku KlKlux ux KlKlanan,,

groups of men who dressed in white,groups of men who dressed in white,

covered their heads so that no onecovered their heads so that no one

knew them, and went out to beat andknew them, and went out to beat and

murder black people. Black menmurder black people. Black men

could not vote until 1870, and evencould not vote until 1870, and even

 wh when en they they got got the the rigright ht to to vovotete, , theythey

often did not use it because theyoften did not use it because they

 wer were e frigfrightenhtened.ed.

In theIn the

twentieth century,twentieth century,

 bla black ck peopeopleple

 bega began n to to travtravelel

to the cities ofto the cities of

the North andthe North and

later, tolater, to

California, toCalifornia, to

look for work,look for work,

 A  A Civil Civil RightsRights
marchmarch

so there are now more black peopleso there are now more black people

in the North than in the South.in the North than in the South.

But even in the North, they livedBut even in the North, they lived

separately, and in the South theyseparately, and in the South they

had to sit separately on buses andhad to sit separately on buses and

eat in separate parts of restaurants.eat in separate parts of restaurants.

Until 1954, they also had to go toUntil 1954, they also had to go to

separate schools.separate schools.

Then in the 1950s, a churchmanThen in the 1950s, a churchman

called Dr Martin Luther King begancalled Dr Martin Luther King began

to fight for the civil rights of blackto fight for the civil rights of black

people. Groups of black peoplepeople. Groups of black people

started to break the law, but not in astarted to break the law, but not in a

 vio violenlent t waway; y; they they refused refused to to useuse

 buse buses, s, so so that that the the bus bus comcompanpanies ies lostlost

money. They also went into 'whitesmoney. They also went into 'whites

only' restaurants. In August 1963,only' restaurants. In August 1963,

200,000 people met in Washington200,000 people met in Washington

and heard Dr King speak about theand heard Dr King speak about the



need for black people to be equal. Heneed for black people to be equal. He

 bega began n wiwith th these these woworrdsds, , whwhicich h havehave

 bec become ome fafamomous: us: 'I 'I hahave ve a a dreadream m . . . . .'.'

In 1964, a law was passedIn 1964, a law was passed

giving black people theirgiving black people their

civil rights and Dr King wascivil rights and Dr King was

given the Nobel Peace Prize.given the Nobel Peace Prize.

But in 1968, Dr King wasBut in 1968, Dr King was

murdered in Memphis, andmurdered in Memphis, and

fighting broke out in more than afighting broke out in more than a

hundred cities.hundred cities.

During the 1970s and 1980s,During the 1970s and 1980s,

prejudice against black people slowlyprejudice against black people slowly

 bega began n to to becobecome me less less impoimportanrtant,t,

and many blackand many black

people now havepeople now have

good jobs ingood jobs in

 business  business andand

government.government.

However, there are still problems, asHowever, there are still problems, as

 wa was s shshowown n by by the the fighfighting ting in in LosLos

 An Angelgeles es in in 11999922, , after after a a blablack ck carcar

driver was beaten by white policemen.driver was beaten by white policemen.

USA factsUSA facts

• • A A story about the story about the hard lifhard life ofe of

slaves calledslaves called  Uncle Tom's Cabin,  Uncle Tom's Cabin,

 by  by HaHarrrriet iet Beecher Beecher StStowowe, e, wawas s oneone

of the most popular books of theof the most popular books of the

mid-nineteenth century and made amid-nineteenth century and made a

lot of people see that it was wronglot of people see that it was wrong

to keep slaves.to keep slaves.

• • Harriet Harriet Tubman and Tubman and FrederiFrederickck

Douglass were famous slaves whoDouglass were famous slaves who

helped many other slaves escapehelped many other slaves escape

from the South to the North usingfrom the South to the North using

a route called the 'undergrounda route called the 'underground

railroad'.railroad'.

Martin Luther KingMartin Luther King



8 8 The The govgovernmernment ent of of ththe e UUSSAA

The government of the USA has threeThe government of the USA has three

separate but equal branches:separate but equal branches:

Congress, the President, and theCongress, the President, and the

SupreSupreme me CoCoururt. t. WomeWomen n were were givengiven

the vote in 1920 and all Americansthe vote in 1920 and all Americans

can now vote when they are eighteencan now vote when they are eighteen

 yea years rs oldold..

Congress makes the laws.Congress makes the laws.

There are two 'houses' of Congress:There are two 'houses' of Congress:

the Senate and the House ofthe Senate and the House of

Representatives. There are a hundredRepresentatives. There are a hundred

people in the Senate (two from eachpeople in the Senate (two from each

state) and they are elected for sixstate) and they are elected for six

 ye yearars. s. TheThere re are are 44335 5 peopeople ple in in thethe

House of Representatives, and theyHouse of Representatives, and they

are elected for two years only. Statesare elected for two years only. States

 wi with th mormore e pepeopoplele, , like like CaCalilifofornrniaia,,

Washington DCWashington DC

have more Representatives. Somehave more Representatives. Some

states, like Wyoming or Delaware,states, like Wyoming or Delaware,

 wh whicich h do do nonot t hahave ve mamany ny pepeopoplele, , ononlyly

have one Representative.have one Representative.

The President is head of theThe President is head of the

departments of government whichdepartments of government which

carry out the laws. He (until now thecarry out the laws. He (until now the

president has always been a man) ispresident has always been a man) is

the leader of the country (like a kingthe leader of the country (like a king

or queen) and head of the army. He isor queen) and head of the army. He is

elected for four years, and can only beelected for four years, and can only be

elected twice. He can say 'no' to lawselected twice. He can say 'no' to laws

passed by Congress (but Congresspassed by Congress (but Congress

can also say 'no' to him), and hecan also say 'no' to him), and he

chooses the judges for the Supremechooses the judges for the Supreme

Court. He lives and works in theCourt. He lives and works in the

 Wh White ite HoHoususe e in in WaWashshingington ton DDCC..

The Supreme Court is the mostThe Supreme Court is the most

important court in the country andimportant court in the country and

has nine judges; their job is to decidehas nine judges; their job is to decide

 wh what at the the lalaws ws meamean. n. ThThey ey cacan n alsalsoo

say that Congress has made a lawsay that Congress has made a law

 wh whicich h is is wwroronng, g, or or thathat t the the PresidePresidentnt

has done something wrong.has done something wrong.

The USA is a union of fifty states,The USA is a union of fifty states,

and as well as the nationaland as well as the national

government in Washington, eachgovernment in Washington, each

state has its own government. Lawsstate has its own government. Laws

can be very different from one statecan be very different from one state

to the next. They say very differentto the next. They say very different



Inside CongressInside Congress

things about, for example, how oldthings about, for example, how old

 yo you u musmust t be be to to vovotete, , geget t marmarriried,ed,

leave school or drive a car. Differentleave school or drive a car. Different

states punish criminals differentlystates punish criminals differently

too; in some states, you can be killedtoo; in some states, you can be killed

for murdering someone, in others youfor murdering someone, in others you

only go to prison.only go to prison.

The White HouseThe White House

USA factUSA fact

• • There There are are only only two importanttwo important

political parties: the Republicanspolitical parties: the Republicans

and the Democrats. The Republicansand the Democrats. The Republicans

 want peop want people to le to work work to helpto help

themselves, and so they think thatthemselves, and so they think that

taxes should be low.taxes should be low.

The Democrats think that theThe Democrats think that the

government should help the poorgovernment should help the poor

and so it needs taxes. But theand so it needs taxes. But the

difference between the two is notdifference between the two is not

always clear and it is not always easyalways clear and it is not always easy

to say that one party is on the 'left'to say that one party is on the 'left'

or on the 'right' of the other.or on the 'right' of the other.



9 9 LivLiving ing in in ththe e UUSSAA

Most Americans who have jobs liveMost Americans who have jobs live

more comfortably than people in anymore comfortably than people in any

other country in the world. Theyother country in the world. They

usually work a forty-hour week andusually work a forty-hour week and

they have two weeks' holiday a yearthey have two weeks' holiday a year

as well as the official holidays likeas well as the official holidays like

Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 60%Thanksgiving and Christmas. In 60%

of families, both the husband and theof families, both the husband and the

 wi wife fe go go ouout t to to woworrkk. . AlAlththouough gh mormoree

than 40% of the land is farmed, notthan 40% of the land is farmed, not

many people work as farmers, andmany people work as farmers, and

fewer Americans work in factoriesfewer Americans work in factories

than in the past. Most jobs are nowthan in the past. Most jobs are now

in hospitals, banks, hotels, shops, etc.in hospitals, banks, hotels, shops, etc.

How do Americans spend theirHow do Americans spend their

money? Two thirds of them ownmoney? Two thirds of them own

their homes, often a house with atheir homes, often a house with a

garden in a nice suburb. And at leastgarden in a nice suburb. And at least

85% of families have a car. They can85% of families have a car. They can

use it to go to 'drive-in' restaurants,use it to go to 'drive-in' restaurants,

cinemas, banks, and even churches -cinemas, banks, and even churches -

 A  A suburban suburban streetstreet

 A  A 'drive-in' 'drive-in' bankbank

the USA has no official religion, butthe USA has no official religion, but

over 60% of Americans belong to aover 60% of Americans belong to a

Christian church.Christian church.

If they don't want to go out,If they don't want to go out,

 Am Amerericaicans ns can can alalwaways ys stay stay at at hohomeme,,

and watch television. Nearly alland watch television. Nearly all

families have a TV and it is said thatfamilies have a TV and it is said that

an ordinary family watches sevenan ordinary family watches seven

hours a day! They have over 10,000hours a day! They have over 10,000

TV stations to choose from, most ofTV stations to choose from, most of

 wh whicich h are are owownened d by by priprivatvatee

companies, not by the government.companies, not by the government.

 Am Amerericaican n TV TV proprogrgramammemes s are are solsoldd

all over the world, and in manyall over the world, and in many



countries people watch the news oncountries people watch the news on

CNN. Few newspapers cover all theCNN. Few newspapers cover all the

USA, but you can buy papers like theUSA, but you can buy papers like the

 New  New York York TimesTimes  and the  and the  Washington  Washington

 Post  Post   everywhere, as well as the everywhere, as well as the

magazinesmagazines  Time  Time andand  Newsweek.  Newsweek.

Most Americans enjoy sports,Most Americans enjoy sports,

 wh whicich h helps helps to to keekeep p thethem m healthy.healthy.

Their favourites are baseball,Their favourites are baseball,

 ba baskesketbatball, ll, fofoototbalball l and and ice ice hockhockey.ey.

 Ame Americrican an fofoototbaball ll is is very very differentdifferent

from European football; players runfrom European football; players run

and carry the ball more than they useand carry the ball more than they use

their feet.their feet.

 A  A shopping shopping mallmall

 An And, d, of of coucourserse, , AmeAmeriricancans s love love toto

shop; the supermarket first appearedshop; the supermarket first appeared

in America, and now many shops arein America, and now many shops are

open twenty-four hours a day. In theopen twenty-four hours a day. In the

1990s, Americans were spending1990s, Americans were spending

twelve hours a month in indoortwelve hours a month in indoor

shopping centres; some of the biggestshopping centres; some of the biggest

shopping centres in the world areshopping centres in the world are

in the USA - Mall of America inin the USA - Mall of America in

Minneapolis covers half aMinneapolis covers half a

million square metres!million square metres!

 Ame Americricanans s havehave

to pay if they areto pay if they are

1 Baseball1 Baseball

2 2 Ice Ice hockeyhockey

3 Basketball3 Basketball

4 American4 American

footballfootball



ill and visit a doctor orill and visit a doctor or

go to hospital, but theygo to hospital, but they

do not usually pay todo not usually pay to

go to school. Schools,go to school. Schools,

like the laws, arelike the laws, are

different from state todifferent from state to

state, but in moststate, but in most

places, everyone goes to school forplaces, everyone goes to school for

about twelve years. And about aabout twelve years. And about a

third of school students go on tothird of school students go on to

university.university.

 Wh What at do do AmAmerericicanans s eat? eat? In In thethe

past, America gave a number ofpast, America gave a number of

different foods to the rest of thedifferent foods to the rest of the

 wo worlrld: d: popotatatotoeses, , totomamatotoeses, , chchococololatatee

and corn, for example. Today,and corn, for example. Today,

 Am Amerericican an 'f'fasast' t' fofood od is is sold sold inin

restaurants in almost every countryrestaurants in almost every country

of the world. The most famousof the world. The most famous

examples are probably hamburgersexamples are probably hamburgers

and hot dogs, eaten withand hot dogs, eaten with

french fries.french fries.

But if you visit theBut if you visit the

USA you can also eatUSA you can also eat

all kinds of tastyall kinds of tasty

food from differentfood from different

countries: Chinese,countries: Chinese,

Mexican, Italian . . .Mexican, Italian . . .

the immigrants whothe immigrants who

came to the USAcame to the USA

 br brougought ht theirtheir

own favouriteown favourite

foods with them. Andfoods with them. And

more and more peoplemore and more people

are interested in healthyare interested in healthy

eating, so they chooseeating, so they choose

'low-fat' foods, or they'low-fat' foods, or they

refuse to eat meat.refuse to eat meat.

USA factsUSA facts

• • ThThe e monmoney ey in in the the USA is USA is the dthe dollar,ollar,

 wh whicich h concontaitains ns a a hundhundred red cencents.ts.

Some coins have special names: 50Some coins have special names: 50

is a nickel, 100 is a dime, and 250is a nickel, 100 is a dime, and 250

a quarter.a quarter.

• • CoCocaca-C-Cola ola wawas s firfirst st made made in 1886in 1886

 by  by an an AmAmerericican an callecalled d JohnJohn

Pemberton. Today it is sold in 195Pemberton. Today it is sold in 195

countries and Coke is one of thecountries and Coke is one of the

 be best-st-knknowown n wowordrds s in in the the woworlrld.d.

• • From 1920 From 1920 to 193to 1933, 3, duriduringng

Prohibition, it was against the lawProhibition, it was against the law

to drink alcohol in the USA,to drink alcohol in the USA,

 but  but mamany ny peopeople ple stillstill

 wa wantnted ed to to drindrink k it.it.

So criminals like AlSo criminals like Al

Capone became richCapone became rich

 by  by bribringinging ng alalcocohoholl

into the country.into the country.

Fast foodFast food



10 10 Cities, Cities, lalakes kes and and riveriversrs

Boston, where the fight forBoston, where the fight for

independence began in the eighteenthindependence began in the eighteenth

century, is one of the oldest cities incentury, is one of the oldest cities in

the USA. In neighbouring Cambridgethe USA. In neighbouring Cambridge

is the oldest university in the USA,is the oldest university in the USA,

Harvard, which was opened in 1636,Harvard, which was opened in 1636,

as well as the famous Massachusettsas well as the famous Massachusetts

Institute of Technology (MIT).Institute of Technology (MIT).

Perhaps the most well-knownPerhaps the most well-known

family in twentieth-century Bostonfamily in twentieth-century Boston

 wa was s the the KennKennedy edy family. family. Like Like manmanyy

other Boston families, they cameother Boston families, they came

from Ireland. They became very rich,from Ireland. They became very rich,

and John F Kennedy, a Democrat,and John F Kennedy, a Democrat,

 became  became President President ofof

the United States inthe United States in

1960. At that time1960. At that time

he said '. . . ask nothe said '. . . ask not

 wh what at yoyour ur coucountntryry

can do for you, butcan do for you, but

 wh what at yoyou u can can do do forfor

Harvard UniversityHarvard University

 yo your ur ccoounun trtr y' y' He He and and his his beautibeautifulful

 wif wife e JacquelJacqueline ine werwere e yoyounung g andand

popular, but sadly, in 1963,popular, but sadly, in 1963,

'JFK' was shot and killed'JFK' was shot and killed

in Dallas, Texas.in Dallas, Texas.

Everyone knows NewEveryone knows New

 Yo Yorkrk, , the the biggbiggest est city city in in thethe

USA. It is a great place forUSA. It is a great place for

theatre, shopping andtheatre, shopping and

Skyscrapers in New YorkSkyscrapers in New York



The Mardi Gras parade in New OrleansThe Mardi Gras parade in New Orleans

restaurants. It is also the home of therestaurants. It is also the home of the

United Nations, whose offices are inUnited Nations, whose offices are in

a beautiful glass skyscraper. In fact,a beautiful glass skyscraper. In fact,

 wh when en yoyou u thinthink k of of NNeew w YoYorkrk, , yyoouu

probably think that the skyscraperprobably think that the skyscraper

 wa was s born born here.here.

But in fact the first really tallBut in fact the first really tall

 build buildings ings werwere e buibuilt lt in in ChChicicagago o afterafter

the great fire of 1871. Today, thethe great fire of 1871. Today, the

Sears Tower in Chicago (more thanSears Tower in Chicago (more than

400 metres high) is the tallest400 metres high) is the tallest

 buil building ding in in the the USUSA.A.

Chicago and the other citiesChicago and the other cities

around the Great Lakes of the Mid-around the Great Lakes of the Mid-

 West  West havhave e mormore e factfactoriories es thanthan

anywhere else in the USA. Detroit, onanywhere else in the USA. Detroit, on

Lake Erie, is where cars are made andLake Erie, is where cars are made and

TheThe

Model TModel T
FordFord

Satellite picture showing the Great LakesSatellite picture showing the Great Lakes

it is also known as one of the homesit is also known as one of the homes

of black popular music.of black popular music.

Henry Ford, who made the famousHenry Ford, who made the famous

Ford cars, was born in Michigan,Ford cars, was born in Michigan,

near Detroit. His 'Model T' (1908)near Detroit. His 'Model T' (1908)

 wa was s the the first first car car checheap ap enoenough ugh forfor

ordinary people to buy. 'Anyone canordinary people to buy. 'Anyone can

drive a Ford,' they said.drive a Ford,' they said.

Lying between Canada and theLying between Canada and the

USA, the five Great Lakes are anUSA, the five Great Lakes are an

important route for ships travellingimportant route for ships travelling

from the Atlantic, along the Stfrom the Atlantic, along the St

Lawrence Seaway, to the Mid-West.Lawrence Seaway, to the Mid-West.

Together, Lakes Erie, Ontario,Together, Lakes Erie, Ontario,

Huron, Michigan, and Superior coverHuron, Michigan, and Superior cover

244,108 square kilometres - more244,108 square kilometres - more

than any other group of lakes in thethan any other group of lakes in the

 wo worlrld. d. If yIf yoou u go go there there in in the the summer,summer,

it is almost like going to the sea; youit is almost like going to the sea; you



can lie on the beach or sail a boat.can lie on the beach or sail a boat.

But in winter it is very cold. ChicagoBut in winter it is very cold. Chicago

is sometimes known as the 'windyis sometimes known as the 'windy

city' because of the cold winds thatcity' because of the cold winds that

 bl blow ow in in frofrom m LakLake e MiMichchigiganan..

Thousands of kilometres south ofThousands of kilometres south of

the Great Lakes is the state ofthe Great Lakes is the state of

Louisiana, which used to be French.Louisiana, which used to be French.

The city of New Orleans, on theThe city of New Orleans, on the

great Mississippi river, is famous forgreat Mississippi river, is famous for

its food, which is like French andits food, which is like French and

 Afr Africaican n fofood od togethtogether, er, and and for for MMarardidi

Gras, when people celebrate byGras, when people celebrate by

dressing in colourful clothes anddressing in colourful clothes and

 wa walklkining g or or dandancincing g ththrorougugh h thethe

streets, playing music. New Orleansstreets, playing music. New Orleans

is also the home of jazz, which wasis also the home of jazz, which was

first played by black musicians likefirst played by black musicians like

Louis Armstrong in the 1920s.Louis Armstrong in the 1920s.

The Mississippi river is 3,778The Mississippi river is 3,778

kilometres long and in the nineteenthkilometres long and in the nineteenth

century was an important way ofcentury was an important way of

travelling from north to south. Marktravelling from north to south. Mark

Twain wrote wonderful stories aboutTwain wrote wonderful stories about

life on and around the river:life on and around the river:  The  The

 Adventures  Adventures of Tom of Tom SawyerSawyer  (1876),  (1876),

andand  Huckleberry Finn  Huckleberry Finn  (1884).  (1884).

The Mississippi riverThe Mississippi river

USA factsUSA facts

• • If If you drive ayou drive all thll the way down thee way down the

 At Atlanlantic tic coacoast st frofrom m NNeew w YoYork rk pastpast

Philadelphia to Washington DC,Philadelphia to Washington DC,

 yo you u pass pass frofrom m city city to to subsuburb urb andand

 bac back k agaagain; in; it it almalmost ost seems seems to to bebe

one big city: a 'megalopolis'.one big city: a 'megalopolis'.

• • NiagNiagara ara Falls, Falls, between between LakesLakes

Ontario and Erie, is 51 metres high.Ontario and Erie, is 51 metres high.

• • MaMark rk Twain's Twain's real real name name waswas

Samuel Clemens and he took theSamuel Clemens and he took the

name 'Mark Twain' from specialname 'Mark Twain' from special

 wo wordrds s used used by by sailsailors ors on on thethe

Mississippi. 'Mark twain' meansMississippi. 'Mark twain' means

that the water is about twothat the water is about two

fathoms, or four metres, deep.fathoms, or four metres, deep.

Niagara FallsNiagara Falls



The Arizona desertThe Arizona desert

11 11 MouMountaintains ns and and desdesertertss

The USA has some of the biggestThe USA has some of the biggest

cities in the world, and more thancities in the world, and more than

three quarters of its people live inthree quarters of its people live in

cities or towns. This means that therecities or towns. This means that there

are also some very empty places,are also some very empty places,

 wh which ich havhave e not not chanchanged ged mucmuch h sincesince

the first Europeans arrived. Thethe first Europeans arrived. The

government has kept some of them asgovernment has kept some of them as

National Parks, where people are notNational Parks, where people are not

allowed to build houses or factories.allowed to build houses or factories.

The wonderful Rocky Mountains,The wonderful Rocky Mountains,

Skiing in the RockiesSkiing in the Rockies

for example, in the states offor example, in the states of

 Wy Wyomomining, g, MoMontntanana, a, CCoololoraraddo,o,

Idaho and Utah, are great forIdaho and Utah, are great for

holidays. Visitors like to go there forholidays. Visitors like to go there for

 wa walklkining, g, cliclimbimbingng, , fishingfishing, , hunhuntinting,g,

or horseriding. You can also go skiingor horseriding. You can also go skiing

in winter at towns like Aspen. Thein winter at towns like Aspen. The

only big city in the Rockies is Denver,only big city in the Rockies is Denver,

 wh whicich h is is one one mile mile (1(1.6 .6 kilomkilometresetres))

above the sea. The air is so thin thereabove the sea. The air is so thin there

that it can make your head hurt whenthat it can make your head hurt when

 yo you u first first arrivarrive.e.

South of the Rockies lies the desertSouth of the Rockies lies the desert

state of Arizona, where the land hasstate of Arizona, where the land has

fantastic colours: not just brown andfantastic colours: not just brown and

green, but red, pink, orange and blue.green, but red, pink, orange and blue.

The most famous place in Arizona isThe most famous place in Arizona is

the Grand Canyon. This deep riverthe Grand Canyon. This deep river

 val valley ley wwaas s madmade e by by the the CCololororadadoo

river cutting through the rock manyriver cutting through the rock many

thousands of years ago. Today it isthousands of years ago. Today it is



2,000 metres deep, 349 kilometres2,000 metres deep, 349 kilometres

long, and between six and twenty-long, and between six and twenty-

nine kilometres wide. You can walknine kilometres wide. You can walk

down to the river, but it will take youdown to the river, but it will take you

two days to get there andtwo days to get there and

 ba backck, , and and yoyou u musmust t tatakeke

plenty of water to drink.plenty of water to drink.

 Yo You u can can also also fly fly over over it,it,

and see theand see the

extraordinary shapesextraordinary shapes

of the rocks.of the rocks.

Next to Arizona, NewNext to Arizona, New

Mexico is another dry, desert state,Mexico is another dry, desert state,

 whe where re farmfarming ing is is difficudifficult lt and and thethe

people are poor. Many Nativepeople are poor. Many Native

 Am Ameriericacans ns live live there there on on bigbig

reservations. The Navajo, Hopi,reservations. The Navajo, Hopi,

Pueblo and Zuni are known for thePueblo and Zuni are known for the

 beau beautiful tiful thinthings gs thathat t they they mamake ke fromfrom

silver, for their colourful blankets,silver, for their colourful blankets,

their pots and for their dancing.their pots and for their dancing.

Many artists have also come fromMany artists have also come from

other parts of America to live in andother parts of America to live in and

around Santa Fe and Taos.around Santa Fe and Taos.

Native American women making blanketsNative American women making blankets

Mount RushmoreMount Rushmore

 A  A hot hot water water geysergeyser

USA factsUSA facts

Las Vegas, in the desertLas Vegas, in the desert

state of Nevada, is a centre forstate of Nevada, is a centre for

gambling. People make and losegambling. People make and lose

thousands of dollars there, playingthousands of dollars there, playing

cards or other games.cards or other games.

The Black Hills of Dakota areThe Black Hills of Dakota are

famous for Mount Rushmore,famous for Mount Rushmore,

 whe where re the the faces faces of of foufour r AmAmerericicanan

presidents: Washington, Jefferson,presidents: Washington, Jefferson,

Lincoln, and Theodore RooseveltLincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt

 we were re cut cut in in the the rorockck. . It It totookok

fourteen years, from 1927 to 1941.fourteen years, from 1927 to 1941.

 Ye Yellllowowststonone e PaPark rk in in WyWyomomining g andand

Montana is famous for the hotMontana is famous for the hot

 wa wateter r geysgeyser er thathat t shoshoots ots up up intintoo

the air, up to 115 metres high.the air, up to 115 metres high.

Salt Lake City, the chief city ofSalt Lake City, the chief city of

Utah, is next to a lake that is muchUtah, is next to a lake that is much

saltier than the sea. Even if yousaltier than the sea. Even if you

haven't learned to swim, you couldhaven't learned to swim, you could

probably swim in this lake!probably swim in this lake!



12 California12 California

California is a state of differences. ItCalifornia is a state of differences. It

has the lowest, driest place in thehas the lowest, driest place in the

USA: Death Valley, which is 86USA: Death Valley, which is 86

metres below sea level. It is very hotmetres below sea level. It is very hot

there (56.7°C on the hottest day, inthere (56.7°C on the hottest day, in

1913) and in some years it does not1913) and in some years it does not

rain at all. But the north of the staterain at all. But the north of the state

is quite cold and wet. This is whereis quite cold and wet. This is where

the great redwood trees grow - thethe great redwood trees grow - the

 bigg biggest est trees trees in in the the woworlrld. d. CaCalilifofornrniaia

grows more fruit and vegetables thangrows more fruit and vegetables than

any other state in the USA, and it isany other state in the USA, and it is

famous for its wine. But it is also afamous for its wine. But it is also a

centre for computers and business. Itcentre for computers and business. It

has more people than any other state.has more people than any other state.

San Francisco is, many peopleSan Francisco is, many people

think, one of the most beautiful citiesthink, one of the most beautiful cities

in the world. It was nearly destroyedin the world. It was nearly destroyed

 by  by an an earearththququakake e and and the the fire fire whwhicichh

followed it in 1906. There was a bigfollowed it in 1906. There was a big

earthquake in 1989 and everyoneearthquake in 1989 and everyone

knows that one day, perhaps veryknows that one day, perhaps very

soon, there will be another, but theysoon, there will be another, but they

continue living in San Franciscocontinue living in San Francisco

 because  because life life there there is is fun.fun.

Los Angeles is the second biggestLos Angeles is the second biggest

city in the USA. It can take hours tocity in the USA. It can take hours to

drive from one side to the other - anddrive from one side to the other - and

people almost always drive! Thepeople almost always drive! The

number of cars means that the citynumber of cars means that the city

has a problem with dirty air; it alsohas a problem with dirty air; it also

has a lot of violence. But visitors stillhas a lot of violence. But visitors still

come to see Disneyland, Hollywood,come to see Disneyland, Hollywood,

 whe where re films films are are mamadede, , and and BeverlBeverleyey

Hills, where you can look at theHills, where you can look at the

houses of famous film stars.houses of famous film stars.

 A  A Californian Californian redwood redwood treetree San FranciscoSan Francisco



13 13 North North and and South, ESouth, Eaasst t and and WestWest

Travelling northTravelling north

from California,from California,

 yo you u come come toto

Oregon and thenOregon and then

 Wa Washishingtngton.on.

These states areThese states are

cool and wet,cool and wet,

 but  but veryvery

 bea beautiutifulful, , wiwithth

 big  big forests forests andand

high mountains.high mountains.

Since the 1980s,Since the 1980s,

Seattle hasSeattle has

 bec become ome one one ofof

the mostthe most

popular cities inpopular cities in

 Am Ameriericaca; ; it it isis

the home ofthe home of

new music andnew music and

of coffee barsof coffee bars

selling lots of different types ofselling lots of different types of

coffee; films and TV programmescoffee; films and TV programmes

are made about people who live inare made about people who live in

Seattle. A city that was once quiet isSeattle. A city that was once quiet is

 bec becomioming ng crcrowowdeded d and and expexpensensiveive..

 Aw Away ay acroacross ss the the coucountrntry y is is anotanotherher

city which has changed a lot in thecity which has changed a lot in the

last twenty years: Atlanta, Georgia.last twenty years: Atlanta, Georgia.

It is big and modern, with one of theIt is big and modern, with one of the

 busiest  busiest airpairports orts in in the the woworlrld; d; thethe

CharlestonCharleston

SeattleSeattle

Olympic GamesOlympic Games

 we were re held held therethere

in 1996. Therein 1996. There

are plenty ofare plenty of

 jo jobsbs, , and and peopeopleple

think that, likethink that, like

Seattle, it is aSeattle, it is a

comfortable citycomfortable city

to live in. It isto live in. It is

 very  very differentdifferent

from the oldfrom the old

cities of thecities of the

south:south:

Savannah,Savannah,

Georgia, andGeorgia, and

Charleston,Charleston,

South Carolina,South Carolina,

for example,for example,

 whe where re therethere

are still manyare still many

 beau beautiftiful ul old old houshouses es whwhicich h lolookok

the same as they did 150 or morethe same as they did 150 or more

 yea years rs agago.o.

There are so many interesting andThere are so many interesting and

exciting places to visit in the USAexciting places to visit in the USA

that we cannot show you them all.that we cannot show you them all.

Use the map on the next two pagesUse the map on the next two pages

to plan your own journey acrossto plan your own journey across

 Am Amerericica, a, by by car, car, by by trtraiain, n, by by bubus,s,

or just in your dreams!or just in your dreams!



Cold, lonelyCold, lonely

 Alaska Alaska  is the  is the

largest state inlargest state in

thethe USAUSA and is and is

separated fromseparated from

the other statesthe other states

by Canada. Theby Canada. The

 American American

governmentgovernment

bought it frombought it from

Russia in 1867Russia in 1867

for $7.2 millionfor $7.2 million

and it became aand it became a

state in 1959.state in 1959.

People used toPeople used to

make moneymake money

from fishing andfrom fishing and

hunting, andhunting, and

gold was foundgold was found

there too. Butthere too. But

today, it istoday, it is

important for itsimportant for its

oil. Northoil. North

 America's America's

highesthighest

mountain,mountain,

Mount McKinleyMount McKinley

(6,194 metres),(6,194 metres),

is in Alaska.is in Alaska.

Nearly 4,000 kilometresNearly 4,000 kilometres

west of west of California California lieslies  Hawaii.  Hawaii.

This group This group of of beautiful islandsbeautiful islands

became the fiftieth state ofbecame the fiftieth state of

the USA in 1959. Today,the USA in 1959. Today,

 people  people visit visit Hawaii Hawaii for for beachbeach

holidays in the sun.holidays in the sun.

TexasTexas  is the  is the

second biggestsecond biggest

state after Alaska.state after Alaska.

There are stillThere are still

cowboys who work with cattle, butcowboys who work with cattle, but

the modern state of Texas, likethe modern state of Texas, like

 Alaska,  Alaska, is is rich rich because because of its of its oil.oil.



FloridaFlorida  is known as the 'Sunshine State'  is known as the 'Sunshine State'

because it is so warm and sunny. Manybecause it is so warm and sunny. Many

 Americans  Americans choose choose to to live live in in Florida Florida whenwhen

they they retire. retire. Oranges grow Oranges grow there, there, and visitorsand visitors

come to enjoy come to enjoy beach holidays. beach holidays. They They cancan

also visit Disneyworld and the Kennedyalso visit Disneyworld and the Kennedy

Space Center.Space Center.

The states ofThe states of

Maine, NewMaine, New

Hampshire,Hampshire,

Vermont,Vermont,

Massachusetts,Massachusetts,

ConnecticutConnecticut

and Rhodeand Rhode

Island areIsland are

known asknown as  New  New

England.England.

Visitors goVisitors go

there to see thethere to see the

beautifulbeautiful

colours of thecolours of the

trees, whichtrees, which

turn red, yellowturn red, yellow

and gold in theand gold in the

autumn.autumn.



ExercisesExercises

A Checking your understandingA Checking your understanding

Pages 1-5Pages 1-5 Write Write answers answers to these to these questions.questions.

1 1 WheWhen n did did Europeans Europeans start start to to come come to to America?America?

2 2 WhWho o arrived arrived in in MassachusMassachusetts etts in in 1620?1620?

3 3 WhWhy y were thwere the American people angry e American people angry with the with the BritBritish ish government?government?

4 4 WWho who was thas the fe first irst presidenpresident of t of the the USA?USA?

PagesPages 6-11 6-11 Are these Are these sentences true (T) or sentences true (T) or false (F)?false (F)?

1 1 ThThe e northernorthern n states states kept kept slaveslaves.s.

2 2 AbraAbraham Lincoln ham Lincoln wawas s presidenpresident t during during the the Civil WCivil War.ar.

3 3 Buffalo Buffalo were were very very important important to to the the NatNative Americans.ive Americans.

4 4 The immigrants whThe immigrants who arrived o arrived in in the the nineteenth nineteenth century century werwere e usually usually rich.rich.

PagesPages  12-18  12-18 How How much can much can you remember? Check your you remember? Check your answers.answers.

1 1 HHoow w many black many black people are people are there there in in the the USA USA todaytoday??

2 2 WWho useho used d the the famous famous wowordrds, 'I s, 'I have have a a dream . . .'dream . . .'??

3 3 WhWhat are at are the the names of names of the the twtwo big o big polipolitical parties in tical parties in the the USAUSA??

4 4 WhWhat at are are AmerAmericanicans' four s' four favourite favourite sports?sports?

Pages 19-23Pages 19-23  How much can you remember? Where . . .  How much can you remember? Where . . .

1 1 .. .. . . is is the the oldest oldest university university in in the the USA?USA?

2 2 .. .. . . were were the the firfirst st skyscrapers skyscrapers builbuilt?t?

3 3 .. .. . . arare e NiagaNiagara ra FaFalllls?s?

4 4 .. .. . . is is ththe e Grand Grand Canyon?Canyon?

PagesPages 24-27 24-27 Find Find answers to answers to these questions.these questions.

1 1 WhiWhich cich city ty was nearly was nearly destroyed destroyed by aby an n earthquake in 1906?earthquake in 1906?

2 2 Where Where were were the the OlyOlympic Games mpic Games held held in 1996?in 1996?

3 3 WhiWhich stch state ate did did the the AmericaAmericans buy ns buy from Rufrom Russia ssia in 18in 1867?67?

4 4 WhiWhich ch wawas s the the fiftififtieth eth state state to to join thjoin the e USA?USA?



B B Working Working wiwith lath languagenguage

11 Use these Use these words to words to join these eight join these eight short short sentences together sentences together to make to make fourfour

longer ones.longer ones.

 becau because se but but whwhen en whwhereere

1 1 The South had some of The South had some of the best the best soldiers. Thesoldiers. They lost y lost the Civthe Civil Wil War.ar.

2 2 The Europeans fought The Europeans fought and and killed killed the the NatNative Americansive Americans. They . They wantewanted d toto

take their land for farms and railways.take their land for farms and railways.

3 3 Immigrants arrived at Immigrants arrived at Ellis Ellis Island. ThIsland. They were checked for ey were checked for illness.illness.

4 4 MaMany Americans go ny Americans go and and live live in Florida. They retin Florida. They retire.ire.

22 Complete Complete these these sentences sentences with information with information from the book.from the book.

1 1 PocahontaPocahontas s was . was . . . . . whwho o . . . . ..

2 2 Harriet Harriet Tubman anTubman and Fd Frederick rederick DouglaDouglass ss were . . . whwere . . . who . . .o . . .

3 3 ThoThomamas s JefferJefferson son wrwrote . . ote . . . . whewhere . re . . .. .

4 4 The The IndiaIndian n wars endwars ended ed in 1890 in 1890 witwith . . . h . . . when . . .when . . .

5 5 The city The city of of NNew Orleans is famous ew Orleans is famous for . . . when .. .for . . . when .. .

C ActivitiesC Activities

1 1 Imagine Imagine that that yoyou aru are on e on holidholiday in ay in the the USAUSA. Write a . Write a letter letter to a to a friend friend aboaboutut

the places that you have visited.the places that you have visited.

2 2 Imagine Imagine that that yoyou u were either were either a a PilgriPilgrim, or m, or a black slave, or a black slave, or an an immigraimmigrant nt inin

the nineteenth century. You are now very old. Write a short paragraphthe nineteenth century. You are now very old. Write a short paragraph

about how you came to the USA, and your life there.about how you came to the USA, and your life there.

D D ProProject ject wwororkk

1 1 Write aboWrite about ut the the people whpeople who lo live ive in in youyour own country. Are they r own country. Are they all all the sthe same?ame?

 Were  Were any any of of them them immigrimmigrants? ants? DiDid d they they fight fight any any warwars?s?

2 2 Write Write a short a short guide guide to to your own country; include your own country; include information about famousinformation about famous

cities, beautiful places to visit, the weather, etc.cities, beautiful places to visit, the weather, etc.



GlossaryGlossary

alcohol alcohol strostrong ng drindrinks ks such such as as beerbeer,,

 wi winene, , whwhisiskyky

allow allow  to to let let someosomeone ne do do somethisomethingng

celebratecelebrate to eto enjoy njoy a a happhappy y dayday

civil rightscivil rights the the rights of rights of all all thethe
people in a country to do the samepeople in a country to do the same

things: vote, work etc.things: vote, work etc.

civil warcivil war a a war between war between groups ofgroups of

people in the same countrypeople in the same country

colony colony  a a councountry try that that belongs tobelongs to

another countryanother country

cropscrops plants plants that that farmers farmers growgrow,,

usually for foodusually for food

departmentdepartment part part of of a a governmgovernment,ent,

 bus businesiness, s, shshop op etc.etc.

earthquakeearthquake a a suddensudden, , violenviolentt

movement of the earthmovement of the earth

electelect to to choochoose se people to people to be be inin

government (by voting)government (by voting)

equalequal the the samesame

freedomfreedom being being freefree

gamblinggambling playing playing games games for for moneymoney

governmentgovernment the the grogroup oup of f peoplepeople

 w whho o cocontntrorol l a a cocoununtrtryy

hunthunt to to catch animals catch animals for for foodfood

immigrantimmigrant someone someone whwho o comes comes toto

live in another countrylive in another country

independence independence being being independentindependent

independentindependent free, free, not not controcontrolled bylled by

other peopleother people

 j jududgege ((nn) the most important person) the most important person

in a law courtin a law court

lalaw w  an an order made by order made by thethe

governmentgovernment

leadlead to to be be chiefchief

leaderleader a a person person whwh o o leadsleads

native native a person a person born in born in a a placplace, note, not

an immigrantan immigrant

pilgrimpilgrim a a person person whwh o o travels travels for for aa

religious reasonreligious reason

prejudiceprejudice an an idea idea (usually (usually negatinegative)ve)

 wh whicich h is is nonot t basebased d on on any any reareasosonn

religionreligion follfollowinowing g a a god god or or godsgods

representrepresent to to speak speak for for other other peoplepeople

retireretire to to stop stop doing doing paid paid woworkrk,,

usually when you are oldusually when you are old

rightright (n)(n)  what the law lets you do  what the law lets you do

separateseparate ((adj)adj) different, different, not not joinedjoined

slaveslave a a person person whwh o o belongs belongs toto

another person and has to work foranother person and has to work for

no moneyno money

statestate ((nn) ) a part of a part of a country wita country with ith itss

own political organizationown political organization

tataxx ((nn) the money that people have) the money that people have

to pay to the governmentto pay to the government

unitedunited joined joined togethertogether

 vo votete to to say say whicwhich h person person you wantyou want

to represent you in governmentto represent you in government

 wa warr fighting fighting between between countries ocountries orr

people in the same countrypeople in the same country



 W Whhaat t dodoes es AmAmerericica a memean an to to yoyou?u?

Skyscrapers, President Kennedy, fastSkyscrapers, President Kennedy, fast

food, big cars, cowboys and Indians?food, big cars, cowboys and Indians?

But what about the mountains, theBut what about the mountains, the

deserts and the vast lakes? And whatdeserts and the vast lakes? And what

exactly is an American?exactly is an American?

From the time before Columbus up toFrom the time before Columbus up to

the present day, this book looks at thethe present day, this book looks at the

history of the USA and the manyhistory of the USA and the many

different people who live there.different people who live there.

OXFORD BOOKWORMS FACTFILES giveOXFORD BOOKWORMS FACTFILES give

important and interesting informationimportant and interesting information

to the reader, moving enjoyably towardsto the reader, moving enjoyably towards

real reading in English. Each book hasreal reading in English. Each book has

 been  been carefucarefully lly gradgraded ed to to help help the the learner.learner.
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