1. Read the title of the unit. What is an only child? What does the
title mean?

2. In your country, how many children do most families have?

3. How many students in the class are only children? How many
students have one brother or sister? Two? Three or more?

I GO TO MyEnglishLab TO CHECK WHAT YOU KNOW.



Jules: We also know that friends are very important to only children. Many of us
move to neighborhoods with lots of young families, so our children can make a

lot of friends.

Lisa: We also want to share information from the latest studies about one-
child families. Here’s some very interesting information: Only 3 percent of
the American say that a one-child family is

4. (population / personal)
the best family size. But recently, Time Magazine said that one-third (33

percent) of young Americans plan to just one
5. (have / make)

after they
6. (child /money) 7. (get married / take care of)

Jules: Why is this? Of course, every family is different, so this is a very

decision for every couple. But life in most

8. (personal / population)
American cities today is expensive. It costs between $286,000 and $324,000 to

a child to age 18 in the U.S.—and that’s before

9. (raise / have)
paying for college! Many parents today don’t

10. (have / make)
enough at their jobs, so they
11. (children / money)
to have a big family.

12. (can't afford / make money)
Lisa: That’s one reason that many Americans today are
the

13. (having / making) 14. (time / responsible)
just one child and to give their child the best life possible!

decision to have

Lisa Conner Jules Conner
Bloggers, Our Only Child
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) . .
@ Now listen to the conversation and check your answers. Then read the
conversation aloud with a partner.

Match the vocabulary on the left with the correct definition on the right. Write the
letter of the correct definition on the line.

__ 1. can'tafford a. brother or sister
____ 2. getmarried b. decide; choose
____ 3. haveachild c. do everything that someone needs; watch over
4. lonely d. have a husband or wife; marry (someone)
____ 5. make a decision e. right or correct for a certain situation
____ 6. make money f. bring up a child; give a child a home, food, clothing,
7. personal and education until the age of 18
8. population g. don’t have enough money (to do something)
9. raise h. give birth to a baby
__10. responsible i. individual; different for every person
_11. sibling j. sad because you are alone

12. take care of k. earn money from your job

1. the number of people in a city, country, the world

(EEEEENEEEEEEEE NN NEEEEEEGO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE VOCABULARY PRACTICE.
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PREVIEW

@ Listen to the beginning of Changing Families, a TV talk show. Then answer the
questions. The host, Maria Sanchez, is going to talk to two families.

1. Maria is probably going to ask the parents, “Why did you decide to g

a. have children

b. have only one child

2. What are Maria and the families going to talk about? Check (v') your ideas.

__ siblings
_ culture
___ decisions
_____ money

age

B
:

presents

f--
-
e

_ teachers
__ grandparents
_ travel

__ friends

feelings

L

: b ad

L
L
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MAIN IDEAS

n @ Listen to the complete interview. Now look at your answers in Preview on
page 167. Were any of your answers correct? Did they help you to understand the
interview!?

E @ Listen to the interview again. Complete the sentences with the words and
phrases from the box. You will not use all of the words and phrases.

a good life a lot of money difficult lonely
a happy child busy easy siblings

1. Today, many people don’t believe that only children are

2. For Marion and Mark, raising a young child is

3. Marion and Mark think Tonia is

4. Tom and Jenna can afford to give one child

5. Jay is usually with his friends, sports, and music.
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DETAILS

@) Listen again. Write T (true) or F (false). Correct the false information.

L.

2.

10.

There are more only children in big cities.

Marion had a baby when she was 36.

. Marion and Mark can't take care of Tonia.
. Tonia spends time with her parents and friends.
. Tonia is a very popular child.

. Maria read that only children are more interesting than children with

siblings.

. In 2050, there are going to be 90 million people in the world.
. Jenna and Tom made a difficult decision.

. School, music, and traveling are important to Jenna and Tom.

Sometimes Jay is lonely.

U5 16 1 N GO TO MlyEnngllishLab FOR MORE LISTENING PRACTICE.

MAKE INFERENCES

MAKING INFERENCES BASED ON WORD CHOICES

An inference is a guess about something that is not directly stated. To make an inference, use
information that you understand from what you hear.

We can usually understand what people mean or how they feel even if they don't explain
everything directly. Their word choices often help us to infer their meaning or feeling.

(@ Listen to the example.

Example

1. What can we infer/understand about Mark?

a. After Tonia was born, he and Marion thought about having another child.

b. After Tonia was born, he and Marion never thought about having another child.

(continued on next page)
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2. Which word(s) helped you to understand this?

The correct answers are: 1. a, 2. decided

Explanation

Mark said, “At some point, we just decided that we couldn't take care of Tonia and a new
baby.” The word decided helps us to understand that he and Marion thought about and
discussed having another baby (but then they decided not to have one).

@ Listen to the excerpts from the TV talk show. Circle the correct answer to complete
each sentence.

Excerpt One
1. What can we infer about Marion and Mark?
a. They feel too old to raise a second child.

b. They want to raise another young child.

2. Which word(s) helped you to understand this?

Excerpt Two
1. What does Maria want people to understand?
a. There is new information about only children that many people don’t know.

b. People already know everything about only children.

2. Which word(s) helped you to understand this?

Excerpt Three
1. What does Jenna want to explain?
a. Money is more important to them now than in the past.

b. Their son needs a lot of expensive things.

2. Which word(s) helped you to understand this?
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EXPRESS OPINIONS

Read the statements. Mark each one A (Agree) or D (Disagree). Then discuss your
opinions with the class.

1. It’s better for children to have young parents.
2. Only children are more popular than children with siblings.

3. People need to think about the population problem in the world when they decide
how many children to have.

1 0 N W W W GO TO MyEnglishLab TO GIVE YOUR OPINION ABOUT ANOTHER QUESTION.

HOW DO ONLY KIDS FEEL?

COMPREHENSION

@ Now listen to Tonia and Jay, two only children. They are speaking to Maria Sanchez.
Circle the best answer to complete each sentence.

1. Tonia being an only child.
a. likes
b. loves

c. doesn't like

2. Most of Tonia’s friends have .

Tonia

a. siblings
b. sisters

c. older parents

3. Tonia’s mother ____her decision to Tonia.
a. didn't explain
b. explained
c. isn’t going to explain

(continued on next page)
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4. How does Tonia feel about her parents’ decision? She ;
a. understands it and agrees with it
b. understands it but isn’t happy about it

c. doesn’t understand it

5. Jay and Tonia have feelings about being only children.
a. unusual
b. the same

c. different

6. When Jay spends time with his parents, he feels .
a. different
b. special

¢. uncomfortable

7. Jay and his parents enjoy A

a. traveling
b. living in Asia
¢. staying home
8. Many of Jay’s friends don’t like to ;
a. do things alone

b. spend time with their parents

c. cry like a baby
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VOCABULARY

Take turns with a partner. Student A, read your sentence. Student B, use one of the words
in the box to help you to respond to Student A in a complete sentence. You will also need
to add your own words.

act

1. A:

alone have fun mature opportunities

Why did Jay’s family decide to move to Chicago?

B: They wanted Jay to take classes in music and art, but their small town didn’t

w P> W W

: Lisa is only 11, but she reads the newspaper every day, and she can discuss the

news like an adult.

: I know. She . Most 11-year-old kids aren't interested in the
news at all.

: I'm worried about Ryan. His teacher said he was mean to one of his classmates
today.

: Really? How did ?

: There is an international party at my school tonight. Do you want to come?

: Yes, thanks! That sounds great. I'm sure

: I'm really sorry that I can't go to the soccer match with you tomorrow.

: Please don’t worry about it. I can . It’s not a problem for me.

1 5 1 OO N W GO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE VOCABULARY PRACTICE.

LISTENING SKILL

USING GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS

When you listen to a lecture, it’s a good idea to take notes so you can remember the
information. A chart, or a graphic organizer, can help you to organize the information you

hear.

You know that Maria is going to ask Tonia and Jay questions, so it’s useful to make a chart
like the one on page 174 to write their answers.
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0o

Questions for Only Children Tonia Jay
— e - —= ¢
1. Age? 8 12
2. Feelings about being an She
only child?
< ;| » '

@ Listen to the beginning of the excerpt. What is Tonia’s answer to question 2? Write her
answer under her name in the chart.

Example

The correct answer is: She hates it.

@ Listen to the rest of the interview. In the chart, write four questions that Maria asks.
Then fill in Tonia’s and Jay’s answers. Compare your chart with a partner’s. What did your
partner write in the chart? When you finish, compare all the charts with the class.

0o

Questions for Only Children Tonia \ Jay

o l C
1. Age? 8 ‘ 12

2. Feelings about being an She hates it. | He
only child?

W GO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE SKILL PRACTICE.
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CONNECT THE LISTENINGS

STEP |: Organize

What are the advantages of having only one child? What are the advantages of being an
only child? Think about Listening One and Listening Two. Write the advantages in the
chart or on a sheet of paper. Use the cues in each box to make a complete sentence.
Then compare your chart with a partner’s. Number | has been done for you.

ADVANTAGES FOR PARENTS |

~ ADVANTAGES FOR ONLY CHILDREN |

1. In big cities, / less expensive/ raise / one 1. In big cities, only children / have /

BrTMe: i ; 5 opportunities
In big cities, it's less expensive to raise just one

child. In big cities, only children may have more
opportunities.

2. Parents / afford / give / only children / a 2. Some only children / special
good

3. Only children / learn / enjoy / spend / alone ‘

3. For older parents, / it / easier / raise / just
one

4. Parents / spend / more time / an / child 4. Only children / more popular and
intelligent / children / siblings

|
[

5. It/ more responsible / have / child because | 5. Only children / more mature / children with |
of / population siblings i

STEP 2: Synthesize

Student A thinks it’s good to have more than one child. Student B thinks it’s better to
have only one child. Role-play. Work with a partner. Complete the conversation orally
with information from Step |: Organize. Add five more lines for Student A and for Student
B. Begin like this:

A: Do you really believe that it’s best to have just one child?

B: Of course, especially in big cities. It's less expensive to raise just one child in a big
city.

That’s true. In big cities, parents can afford to give their children more.. ..

Also, parents with only one child can spend . ...

Well, that’s true. But some children really want a sibling.

Yes, but. . .

2 > B P

VS0 M WO W GO 7O MyEnglishLab TO CHECK WHAT YOU LEARNED.
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3 F

OCUS

VOCABULARY

REVIEW
Work in pairs. Student A, read your sentence aloud. Student B, read your sentence aloud

and fill in the blank with the correct word from the box.
decision lonely raise tired
had fun personal took care of

A

: Did both of your parents work when you were a child?

B: Yes, but my grandmother lived with us. She helped my parents to

®

>

P F oz

raise me.

1.
: Really? That's unusual in the US.
: Tknow, but my parents are both doctors. They worked a lot, and when they came

home, they were really

Sure. ..

: So my grandmother me during the week.
Did you like that?

. Yes, I loved it. She always had a lot of time to play with me, and we always

together. I was never
4 5.

: That’s great.

B: Yeah, and we also talked a lot about so many things. My grandmother always

helped me if Thad a problem, and she taught me how to make

the best

7.
: You were lucky!

: Yeah, I agree.

UNIT 7



Now switch roles.

can’t afford have opportunities
got married make a lot of money take care of

B: Did I tell you the news about my brother and sister-in-law'?

A: No. What’s happening with them?

B: Well, you know that they a year ago, right?

A: Yeah... :

B: Well, now they’re going to a baby!

A: That’s great! .

B: I know. I cant believe it!

A: It very exciting. Is Joan going to stop working after she has the baby?

B: I think she’s going to stay home for three months and then she’s going to go back to
work. They to live on just one salary.

A: Really? Doesn’t your brother have a good job?

B: Well, he loves his job, and he has a lot of - to travel, but

unfortunately, he doesn’t !
s

: Oh, so I guess they’re going to get a babysitter.

B: Yeah, and my mother is going to help them to the baby, too.

A:

12.
That’s nice.

! sister-in law: your brother’s wife or your spouse’s sister
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EXPAND

n This is a page from the Conners’ blog, “Our Only Child.” Read Columns A and B.

006

L

&

Some people think that only children
have a lot of problems.

They say:
“Problem” #1:
Only children are selfish.

Only children get all of their parents’
attention, so they think they are the
most important people in the world.
They never think about other people.
These children are selfish. This means

“Problem” #2:
Only children are spoiled.

Parents of only children are sad that their
child has no siblings. They think that toys,
money, and other things can make their
child feel happy. But the child keeps
asking for more and more. These children
are spoiled. This means __.

“Problem” #3:

Only children don’t get along well with
other children.

Only children live with adults, so they
don’t learn how to act like children. They
act like “little adults.” They don't learn
how to play with other children, and
they don't feel comfortable with them.
Only children don’t get along well with
other children. This means

ﬂ

Parents of only children know
this is not true!

We say:

We and our children are happy
with our families. We don’t need to buy
our children lots of toys to make them
happy. But our children spend more
time playing by themselves, so they
learn how to be alone. They are more
independent than children with siblings.
This means

Our children are usually more mature
than other children their age, but we
know that it's very important for them
to have friends. We make sure that our
children always have friends to play
with. Our children are usually very
popular with other children. They have
many close friends. This means

____We give our children a lot of
attention. This makes our children feel
good about themselves. They also care
about other people. Our children are
usually self-confident, not selfish. This
means ___.
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E Match the vocabulary in bold with the correct definitions below. Write the letter
of the correct definition in the blank at the end of each paragraph. Then, check your
answers with a partner.

Definitions:

a. they have a lot of very good friends

b. they can do many things without help

c. they think only about themselves

d. they believe they are good people, with good abilities

e. they have problems with other children

f. they are never satisfied. They always want more and more things

Work with a partner. Match the problem in Column A with the best response by the
“Our Only Child” bloggers in Column B. Write the number of the problem on the
line in front of the best response.

Change partners. Take turns reading the problems and responses aloud with your
new partner. Student A, read one problem. Then Student B, read the correct
response. Check with your teacher if you have different responses to the problems.

CREATE

Work with a small group of students. Talk about each idea in the blog post. Which ideas
do you think are true? Why? Use the vocabulary from Review and Expand.

Example
Only children are selfish. / Only children are self-confident.

STUDENT A: [ think most only children are selfish. It’s natural. Only children spend a lot
of time alone. They don’t learn how to think about other people’s feelings.
That's why they are selfish.

STUDENT B: I'm not sure about that. In my opinion, . ..
STUDENT C: I...because...
1. Only children are spoiled. / Only children are independent.
2. Only children don’t act like children. / Only children are mature.

3. Only children don’t get along well with other children. / Only children have many
close friends.

150 1 O O N N @ GO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE VOCABULARY PRACTICE.
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GRAMMAR

n Read Maria’s sentences. Look at the underlined verbs. Then answer the questions.

MARiA: Today we're going to talk about only children.

MARiA: Next, ’'m going to talk to the kids.
1. How many parts does each verb have?

2. What is the first part?

3. What is the second part? Does it change?

4. What's the form of the last part?

THE FUTURE WITH BE GOING TO

1. Use be + going to + the base form of the verb
to talk about an action in the future.

NoTe: Use contractions in speaking and in
informal writing.

2. To make a negative sentence, put not before
going to.
NoOTE: You can also use the negative
contractions isn’t and aren’t.

3. To make questions, put a form of be before the
subject.

4. To answer yes/no questions, you can use a short
form:
Yes + subject + be
No + subject + be + not
NoTE: You can also use the negative
contractions isn’t and aren’t.

5. You can use these future time expressions with
be going to:
later/ tonight / tomorrow / soon
in two days / in a week / in a month / in a year
this Tuesday / week / month / year
next Monday / week / month / year

180 UNIT7

I am going to have lunch later.
He is going to visit friends tonight.

I’m going to have lunch later.
He's going to visit friends tonight.

I’'m not going to travel next week.
She’s not going to have a big family.

He isn’t going to get married soon.
We aren’t going to have a big family.

Are you going to visit us soon?
Where is he going to go next year?

Yes, I am / he is / you are / we are /
they are.

No, I'm not / he’s not / you're not /
we're not / they’re not.

No, he isn’t. / No, they aren’t.

I’m going to move to a different city
next year.
We're going to have dinner together
this week.



Tonia is talking about her plans for the future. Complete the conversation with the
correct forms of be going to. Then read the conversation aloud with a partner.

MARIA:

ToONIA:

MARIA:

TONIA:

MARIA:

TONIA:

MARIA:

I know you don't like being an only child. So, you
1

have a big family when you grow up?

Yes, definitely! I have four or five kids! Maybe six!
Well, then your children . be lonely!

Right. They h:;re a lot of brothers and sisters to play
with, )

But, you know, raising so many kids is very expensive!

Well, I work hard and save a lot of money. I

be rich!

You be rich? That’s amazing!
Z,

Work with a small group of students.

1. On a small piece of paper, write a question using be going to and a phrase from

columns A and B. Put all questions in a paper bag. Give your bag to another group.

2. Take turns. Choose a question from the bag. Read it aloud. The next student has to

answer it using be going to. Ask and answer all the questions in the bag.

Examples

A B
go shopping this year
take a vacation next week
move to a different city/country in a month
move to the countryside soon
see a movie tonight
study another language tomorrow
buy a car in___ years
have a big family this weekend
get a new job in the future

Are you going to move to a different city this year?

Are you going to see a movie tonight?

I N W W GO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE GRAMMAR PRACTICE.
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PRONUNCIATION

PRONOUNCING GOING TO

=y
(@ Native speakers pronounce going to in two ways. Listen to the sentences. How is
going to pronounced?

A: P’m going to take a vacation next month. (pronounced /gowInta/)

B: 'm going to see you later! (pronounced /géna/)
« In formal or careful (slow) speech, use the full form: going to /géwipta/
In today’s lecture, ’'m going to speak about only children.
« In informal or fast speech, use the reduced (short) form: gonna /gana/

I'm gonna ask my mom if you can come for dinner.

NortE: 1. We do not write gonna in formal (academic or business) English. Gonna is
written only in very informal writing, such as text messages (SMS).

2. Pronounce gonna only when it means “future;” and there is another verb. When
going is the only verb in the sentence, you cannot use the reduced form.

Example
a. I'm going to see you later! (“gonna” is OK here.)

b. I'm going to class now. (‘gonna” is impossible here. You must pronounce it
/gbwintal.)

3. You can use /géwinta/ (the careful pronunciation) when you speak if it's more
comfortable for you.

UNIT7



n (@) Listen to the sentences. Is going to pronounced in the full form or the reduced
form (gonna)? Circle the correct answer. First, listen to the examples.

Examples
But my mom said, “ have another child”

(a)Iam not going to
b. I'm not gonna

Today, talk about only children.

a. we are going to

we're gonna

1. Today, meet two families with only children.
a. we are going to

b. were gonna

2. First, talk with Marion and Mark Carter.

a. we are going to

b. we're gonna

3. OK, next, talk to the kids!
a. [ am going to

b. I'm gonna
4. speak to Marion and Mark’s daughter, Tonia.
a. I'm going to

b. I'm gonna

5. And this winter, go skiing in Europe.

a. we are going to

b. were gonna

Match the phrases in column A and column B to make true sentences about you and
the people in your family. (You don't have to use all the phrases in column B.) With
a partner, take turns saying your sentences aloud. You can use going to or gonna.
Then share some of your sentences with the class.

(continued on next page)
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Example
STUDENT 1:  “I'm not going to have a big family”
STUDENT 2: “T'm gonna travel this year”

A B
1. I'm (not) going to a. travel this year.

2. My (wife/husband/best friend) is probably b. have just one child.
(not) going to
c. have a big family.

3. My (mother/father) is probably (not) going to
d. take a vacation this year.

4. My (brother/sister/cousin) is probably (not)
going to e. have a baby soon.
5. My parents are (not) going to f. go skiing next winter.

g. get married in a few years.

h. be busy tonight.

SPEAKING SKILL

'AGREEING AND DISAGREEING S i
There are many ways to agree with another person’s opinion, and to disagree politely.

Here are some common phrases you can use:

TO AGREE f‘ TO DISAGREE
| agree (with you). | | disagree.
(I think) You're right. | don’t agree (with you).
(I think) That's true. | | don't think that’s true. / | don’t think so.

That's for sure.

WHEN YOU'RE NOT SURE

I’'m not sure about that.

' That's not true.

That may be true, but . . .
Maybe . . .

184 UNIT7



Examples

MARION: But...well, it’s not easy to raise a young child at our age.
MARK: That’s for sure. We're always tired!

MARIA: I think many young parents feel the same way!
MARION: Mmm... Maybe.

Tom: I'm sure you know, teachers don’t make a lot of money!
MAR1A:  That’s true. Most teachers aren’t rich!

Work in groups of four. Two students will be Group A and two students will be Group B.
One student from Group A, read the statement in number | that you think is true. Then
one student from Group B, use a phrase to agree, disagree, or say you're not sure about
Group As statement. Explain why and state your opinion. Continue taking turns stating
opinions and agreeing or disagreeing.

Example
A: Most only children feel very different from their friends.
B: 1don't agree. In most big cities, there are lots of only children!

Statements
1. Most only children (feel / don't feel) very different from their friends.
2. Only children (are / are not) more popular than children with siblings.
3. Only children (are / are not) more mature than children with siblings.
4. Many only children (are / are not) spoiled.
5. It’s (good / not good) to be the youngest child in a family.
6. It’s (good / not good) to be the oldest child in a family.
7. (All / Not all) children need siblings.
8. Many only children (have trouble / don’t have trouble) making friends.
9. It’s (fine / not responsible) to have more than one child.

10. Children (need / don’t need) to learn how to enjoy being alone.

I W E E = § ¥ B GO TO MyEnglishLab FOR MORE SKILL PRACTICE AND TO CHECK WHAT YOU LEARNED.
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FINAL SPEAKING TASK

In this activity, you will role-play a conversation between Matt and Jessica. Matt and Jessica
are married. They have a four-year-old daughter named Katie. They are talking about
having a second child. Matt is 35 years old. He wants to have another child. Jessica is 34.
She isn't sure if another child is a good idea. Try to use the vocabulary, grammar,
pronunciation, and language for agreeing and disagreeing from this unit.*

Read about Matt, Jessica, and Katie.

MATT

JESSICA

KATIE

® apartment: nice but very small
® rent: expensive

* job: engineer for a large
company

e siblings: two brothers, and
they're all very close

e thinks it's important to have
a sibling

* wants another child

* job:
—day: teaches music in high
school
-some weekday and
weekend evenings: sings
at a jazz club

e siblings: one brother, but
they’re not very close

¢ doesn't think it's important
to have a sibling

¢ not sure if they should have
another child

° spends time with her
grandmother or babysitter
when Matt and Jessica are
working

e plays with a lot of friends in
the neighborhood

e |ikes to:
-read children’s books in her
room
-play with her toys
—watch children’s videos
-play games on the
computer

* For Alternative Speaking Topics, see page 189.
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Follow the steps.
STEP I: The teacher will divide the class into two groups.

STEP 2: Group A: You are Matt. Make a list of reasons that you want to have another
child.

1. _It's important for children to have siblings.

2.

Group B: You are Jessica. Make a list of reasons that you don’t want to have
another child.

1. _Siblings aren't always close.

5.

6.

STEP 3: Work with a partner from the other group. Role-play a conversation between
Matt and Jessica. Talk about the future. Use the reasons on your lists. Try to
make a decision about having another child.

STEP 4: Share your decisions with the class. How many pairs decided to have another
child? How many decided not to have one? Explain your reasons.

Listening Task

Listen to your classmates. Did every role play end the same way? How many pairs made the
same decision?
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UNIT PROJECT

Learn about family size around the world.

STEP I: Look online for information about average family size in your country now,
20 years ago, 30 years ago, 40 years ago, and 50 years ago. Then find the same
information about a different country.

STEP 2: Draw a graph like the one on page 189 to show how family size has changed (or
not changed) in the last 50 years in the two countries.

STEP 3: In class, sit in small groups and explain your information to your classmates.
Discuss these questions:

+ Did family size change in your country and the other country you learned
about? How did it change?

« In your opinion, why did family size change (or stay the same) in your country
and the other country you learned about? Try to think of some reasons, and
discuss them with your group.

« Think about your parents’ families and your family. Are they the same size as
the average family in your country? Or is your family bigger or smaller than the
average size?

« What do you think?
In the next 25 or 50 years, what is going to happen to family size in your country
and the other country you learned about? Is it going to stay the same, get bigger,
or get smaller? Why do you think so?
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ALTERNATIVE SPEAKING TOPICS

Discuss one of the topics. Use the vocabulary and grammar from this unit.

1. Look at the graph. What does it show about the number of American families with

only one child? Is the same thing happening where you live? Do you know why?

U.S. Women Age 40-44 with One Child
26

24
2
20
18 16.9%
16
14
12
10
8

Percentage of Women

6
4
VA
0

1976 1980 1984 1988 1990 1994 2000 2004 2010 2011 2013

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

2. Do you think it’s good to have only one child? Why or why not?

3. How many children do you want to have? (OR: How many children do you have?)

a. Does your decision have anything to do with the cost of raising a child?
(In the U.S., the cost of raising one child for the first 17 years of life is
$286,000 — $324,000, before paying for college.)

b. Does your decision have anything to do with the population explosion’ in the
world?

c. Do you have other reasons? What are they?

2 population explosion: the large increase in the number of people in the world

INEEEREENEENEEGOTO MyEnglishLab TO DISCUSS ONE OF THE ALTERNATIVE TOPICS, WATCH A VIDEO
ABOUT BIRTH ORDER AND YOUR HEALTH, AND TAKE THE UNIT 7 ACHIEVEMENT TEST EHENEEEERN
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