
Reading 4

Instructor: Ho Thi Nhu



Contents of this course
- Reading skills using the coursebook Northstar Reading and 

Writing 4
- Extra reading and homework using other materials
- Progress test
- Self-study using reference books and Google classroom



Pre-course test
● You will have 30 minutes for the test
● Submit the answers when you have finished
● Read the text carefully

● Here is the link to your test: 



Lesson 1



Topic 1: Prodigies

A question for discussion: Nature or nurture?

In your opinion, does the environment a person is raised in 

(nurture) create a genius, or is it because the person was simply 

born that way (nature)? 



Reading 1



A genius explains - p. 6







Main ideas
Choose the best paragraph headers for each of the following sections in the article.



Details
Match the details and examples from the box with the appropriate categories and 

identify whether each of them is an ability or disability.



Daniel feels uncomfortable in the supermarket.

Daniel can recall pi to 22,514 decimal points.

Daniel is able to read a lot of books.

Daniel doesn’t go to the beach because there 

are too many pebbles to count.

Daniel can easily remember key dates in history.

Daniel must drink his tea at the same time every day.

Daniel has trouble making eye contact.

Daniel always has to brush his teeth before he 

showers.

Daniel speaks seven languages.

It is hard for Daniel to socialize with anyone 

outside his family.

Daniel can multiply 377*795 in his head.

The thought of mathematical problem with no 

solution makes Daniel uncomfortable.
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Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/oCQVxom3wffa7G

Fs7

https://forms.gle/oCQVxom3wffa7GFs7


Lesson 2

Overcoming 
obstacles Medicine



Question for discussion:

What obstacles have you faced in 
your life? How have you tried to 

overcome them?



Vocabulary
Abandonment (n) Poor, sparse

Meager (adj) embarrassment

Yearned for (v) Beaten, overcome by

Tormented (adj) Strongly desired, wanted 

Dilapidated (adj) Painful

Poverty (n) Immoral, dishonest

Hopelessness (n) Having little money or few 

material things

Shame (n) Leaving someone behind

Sordid (adj) Being without hope

Defeated (v) Falling apart, in terrible 

condition



Reading 1: The education of Frank McCourt









Main ideas
Complete the table with information from Vocabulary and the reading text.



Details
Complete the table with the reasons why the events happened and what happened as a result.



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/YrERUVAa1bntMQ

SZ8

https://forms.gle/YrERUVAa1bntMQSZ8


Reading 2: Genetic testing and disease…

2017







Main ideas
Complete the chart with the pros and cons of genetic testing.

Can choose appropriate treatment plan

There are other risk factors in addition to genes.

Can change lifestyle

Positive result can lead to risky, unhealthy decisions.

Can prevent diseases rather than just treat them.

Positive result can be shattering for patient and family.

Patient may interpret test results incorrectly.

May threaten employment and insurance



Details
Match the people, places and the diseases on the left with the information on the right.





Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/SdPhNgn187jRrL1s

6

https://forms.gle/SdPhNgn187jRrL1s6


Lesson 3

Animal intelligence Longevity

Generosity



Question for discussion
Do you think domesticated animals that can be trained are 
more intelligent than animals living in the wild?



Reading 1: 
Extreme perception and 

animal intelligence





Main ideas



Details



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/eECYFQeonCakM8

bR7

https://forms.gle/eECYFQeonCakM8bR7


Reading 2: 
Death do us part



Venus has a beautiful name and is the 
second planet from the Sun. It’s terribly 
hot—even hotter than Mercury—and its 
atmosphere is extremely poisonous. It’s the 
second-brightest natural object in the night 
sky after the Moon

Project 2







Main ideas
Write sentences about how different the views are. Compared to the 
present-day. Society views.





Details



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/PPwwpq8vgtvJ11

Wm8

https://forms.gle/PPwwpq8vgtvJ11Wm8


Reading 3: Justin Lebo







Main ideas:



Details



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 



Lesson 4

TechnologyEducation



Reading 1

Teaching to the world 
from central New Jersey







Main ideas



Details



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 
https://forms.gle/ZDaDrp1iK3Tvr9M2

A

https://forms.gle/ZDaDrp1iK3Tvr9M2A


Reading 2: Addicted to your smartphone?











Main ideas



Details
Circle the best answer according to the text.



Practice time

Here is the link to your extra reading: 



Achievement test



Instructor’s contact

Email: 
hothinhuhufl@gmail.com


